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Abstract

This research study explores the transformative impact of Blairism and the Third Way
Legacy on contemporary British politics. Its main concern is the extent to which Blair’s
centrist approach embraced Thatcherism. It presents the nature of the Third Way Legacy
effects in shaping legislation. This is done by analyzing the interconnectedness of these
three political ideologies. Blairism and the Third Way represent distinct phases in the
development of British political thought and practice, each reflecting a unique approach
to governance. Together, they illustrate the dynamics of British politics and highlight the
ongoing debate between economic freedom and social justice. Each stream offers
valuable insights into the challenges of balancing economic growth with social welfare,
and the evolving nature of political ideologies in response to changing societal needs and
global economic conditions. Overall, Blair’s Third Way politics has had a positive impact

on British Politics.
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Introduction

The 1970’s have gone down as the dark ages, Britain’s gloomiest period since the
Second World War. It may be that the aftermath of the Brexit vote in 2016 will herald a
period of even greater crisis, but for the moment the sombre seventies, set between Harold
Wilson’s ‘swinging sixties” and Margaret Thatcher’s divisive eighties, stand alone. They
began with massive trade union stoppages against Heath’s Industrial Relations Act. They
continued with the financial crisis of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the random
atrocities of the Irish Republicans and they ended with the ‘Winter of Discontent.’
Throughout the seventies, the endemic structural problems of Britain’s economic performance

plagued every government and provided painful experiences for working citizens.

After 18 years of Conservative authority, British voters gave Tony Blair an
overwhelming victory in the May 1997 British legislative elections. With Blair at the charge,
the Labour Party was able to win three successive parliamentary elections. Thus, Blair
became another longest-serving British prime ministers in memory after Winston Churchill
and Thatcher. He won a second term in 2001 and 2005, despite his encouragement for US
President George W. Bush and the Iraq invasion, which demonstrated unpopular with many
British citizens. Within the next three years, he directed Labour's ideological turn to the
centre, retaining common Tory values like free-market reform. The concept of a Third Way
grabs the attention of Labour modernizers because it seems to be at odds with traditional

definitions of a political Left, and thus reinforces the newness of New Labour.

In the European Socialists’ Congress, that took place in Médlmo, Sweden, The newly
elected leader of the government declared: “Our task today is not to fight old battles but to
show that there is a third way, a way of marrying together an open, competitive and
successful economy with a just, decent and humane society” (Blair). The new the party's

desire for an alternate path to reconcile the Old Left and the New Right comes at the end of a



century that has seen multiple efforts to deviate from the political pattern. Blair was seeking

for a compromise between reforming society and rebellion, or socialism and capitalism.

In the pursuit of foundational inquiry, the present dissertation examines various
inquiries pertaining to the interconnection among Thatcherism, Blairism, and Third Way
political ideologies. The objective is to offer insights into the subsequent queries: How did
Blair’s approach to governance differs from previous labour party leaders? Was Blair’s
government successful in establishing new political centre ground between left wing and right
wing ideologies? What are the effects of the third way legacy on contemporary British

politics?

In order to establish a strong foundation for addressing the subject of this dissertation,
the present study draws upon a wide array of literature focusing on Thatcher's principles, the
realignment of the Labour Party, and the importance of Third Way politics in reconciling
these two ideologies. The work delves into the perspectives of think tanks and politicians,
examining and assessing various articles, conference papers, and books that are crucial for

furthering the central theme.

Stuart Hall’s article “New labour and the legacy of Thatcherism” sees the Third Way
as a form of political pragmatism that failed to challenge the neoliberal consensus of
Thatcherism, opting instead to operate within its parameters. Therefore, the Third Way
represented a strategic adaptation to the neoliberal terrain established by Thatcherism, rather

than a radical departure from it.

According to Glen O'Hara in an article titled “New Labour in Power: Five Problems of
Contemporary History” Third Way regulations are a centre-left legacy instead of a simply

continuation or modification of Thatcherite capitalism. While Blair's Third Way philosophy



included components of neoliberalism, it also upheld and strengthened traditional centre-left

commitments to social justice, equality, and the welfare state.

Cathy Gormley-Heenan's in a research paper titled: “Chameleonic Leadership:
Towards a New Understanding of the Northern Ireland Peace Process” argued that the Third
Way politics represented a chameleonic leadership and a dynamic political method that is able
to adjust to the political atmosphere, the public's perception, and the concerns in hand. This
strategy enabled New Labour to maintain a competitive advantage over both conventional left

wing and right-wing adversaries.

Romano suggests in a paper named “Clinton and Blair: The Economics of the Third
Way” that the Third Way politics is not fundamentally different from traditional social
democratic policies in terms of its social goals. Instead, it leans heavily on neoclassical
economic theories stressing free markets, competition, and limited government intervention in
the economy. This means they are less about expanding government control over the
economy to achieve social equity and more about allowing businesses to operate with fewer

restrictions, even if it means some social safety nets might be cut or reduced.

The article “What is the Third Way” written by Philip Whyman believes that the Third
Way is in essence an example of Thatcherite revisionism. In other words, he views Blair’s
approach as a repackaging of Thatcherite neoliberal policies under a guise of social
democracy. This perspective denotes that while the Third Way claims to offer a modernized
social democracy committed to social justice, it actually embraces neoliberal economic
principles, such as deregulation and privatization, which were central to Thatcher's

conservative government.

Navarro said in an article titled “Is There a Third Way? A Response to Giddens's The

Third Way” that while the Third Way rhetoric promised a new form of politics that



transcended traditional left-right dichotomies, its actual policies in certain areas might have
mirrored liberal positions more closely than they did conservative ones. This approach in a
few words failed to deliver on its promise of a genuine synthesis of left and right ideologies,

instead opting for a liberal approach to social policy.

Given the limitations of existing findings that often focused on its macroeconomic
policies. However, a deeper examination reveals that the Third Way's impact extends beyond
these surface-level changes. It has profoundly influenced political culture, governance
structures, and societal norms, often in subtle ways. This study offers a timely examination of
the Third Way politics nature by exploring the weight of its political changings, which have

been overlooked in previous investigations.

This study employs qualitative and comparative methodologies with the objective of
elucidating the origins, characteristics, policies, and impacts of Thatcherism and Blairism,
which represented a pivotal juncture across social, economic, and political spheres. It
underscores the similarities inherent in vastly divergent political ideologies. The investigation
delves into Blair's strategic mobilization within the political landscape. Furthermore, it
scrutinizes the tenets underpinning the political ideology known as the Third Way.
Additionally, this research centres on uncovering the effects of these three variables on

present-day British politics.

The significance of this study is to investigate the impact of a centrist ideology that
integrates centre-left and centre-right principles on the British political landscape, with a
potential analysis of its effects on policy formulation, and party stances. Conducting this
research helps to evaluate the political experience of several countries from different

continents with the same political approach.



The current study is divided into three chapters; each chapter will discuss a side of the
research variables. The first chapter critically examines the fundamental principles and
strategies that characterized Thatcherism. This examination is segmented into three stages; the
second term from 1983 and 1987 marked the peak of Thatcher's influence. Some observers
argue that the later years of her leadership signalled a decline. It delves into the economic and
social impacts of Thatcherism, assessing its effects on the transformation of Britain. Finally,
the chapter offers a balanced perspective on Thatcher’s legacy by presenting the critiques

surrounding this political philosophy.

The second chapter tackles power transition to the new labour party, and scrutinizes
the pragmatism of new Labour’s legacy. It penetrates into the emergence of Tony Blair and
the New Labour movement. The chapter further talks about the principles of New Labour,
encompassing their efforts to modernize the Labour Party and potentially adopt certain

neoliberal economic ideologies.

Finally, the third chapter compares the leadership styles and the political profiles of
Tony Blair and Margaret Thatcher. It captures the experience of foreign countries with middle
path approach. It concentrates on the extent to which Thatcherism was found in Blairite Third

way politics.



Chapter One
Thatcherism: Origins and Impacts
1.1. The Historical Context of Thatcherism

Thatcherism refers to the political and economic ideology associated with the policies
and leadership of Margaret Thatcher, who served as the Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom from 1979 to 1990. To understand Thatcherism, it is important to consider its
historical context. Thatcherism represented a sharp departure from the post-war consensus
and sought to reshape the role of the state and the economy. It was influenced by free-market
economic theories, such as monetarism and supply-side economics, which advocated for
limited government intervention and deregulation. Thatcherism was also characterized by a
strong emphasis on personal responsibility, meritocracy, and the idea that individuals should
be rewarded based on their own efforts and abilities. This ideology emphasized the
importance of individual initiative and self-reliance (“Thatcherism: Summary”).

1.1.1. Thatcher’s Early Life and Political Rise

Thatcher was born on October 13, 1925, in Grantham, England, under the name
Margaret Hilda Roberts. She Raised by a local businessman, she received her education at
Grantham Girls' High School, a local grammar school. Her family managed a grocery store,
where they resided in an apartment above the establishment. During her formative years, her
father, a council member in the town, exposed Thatcher to conservative ideologies.

Thatcher was accepted to Oxford University, where she studied chemistry at
Somerville College. Politically active in her youth, Thatcher served as president of the
Conservative Association at the university. She earned a degree in chemistry in 1947
(“Margaret Thatcher - Quotes”).

The British Conservative Prime Minister Harold Macmillan in 1960 appointed her as

parliamentary secretary for pensions and national insurance. Thatcher ascended to stardom in



the conservative coalition from 1964 to 1970, when it was in opposition. When the
Conservative Party won power in 1970 under Prime Minister Edward Heath, Thatcher was
chosen as minister of education. In that capacity, she generated a firestorm of controversy by
eliminating free milk programs in public schools (“Margaret Thatcher: A Biography”).

1.1.2. Seeds of Thatcherism Uprising, 1975-1979

A pivotal moment in the history of British politics, during which the foundation was
established for the groundbreaking policies and leadership approach of Margaret Thatcher.
This period was characterized by notable economic difficulties, Labour disputes, and a feeling
of disappointment with traditional political practices, paving the way for Thatcher's rise to
authority and the introduction of her innovative economic and societal changes.

Heath's government struggled with oil constraints and union demands for salary rises
in 1973, and it lost the 1974 general election. Labour went on to win a majority in the 1974
election. Heath's leadership of the Conservative Party appeared to be in jeopardy (“28
February 1974”).

Joseph Keith's reputation with Heath declined as an outcome of his speech held in
October 19, 1974, during which he urged those in dire need to refrain from having plenty of
kids. Therefore, he abandon and decided to support Thatcher, who wanted to run against
Heath (Biffen).

On February 11th, 1975, Thatcher unforeseen votes and propel permitted her to take
office as ruler of the conservatives while also shining as an insurgent leader. In January 1976,
she attacked the Soviet Union's expansionist targets. This speech, known as the "Britain
Awake" address delivered in Kensington Hall, attracted the interest of Communist writer Yuri
Gavrilov, who produced an article in the Red Army newspaper branding Margaret Thatcher as
the "Iron Lady" ("Zheleznaya Dama™ in Russian). Rather than being dissatisfied, she

welcomed the label as a source of honour. The speech stated, “We in Britain cannot opt out of



the world. If we cannot understand why the Russians are rapidly, becoming the greatest naval
and military power the world has ever seen...then we are destined—in their words—to end up
on ‘the scrap heap of history” (“Britain Awake”).

Despite this accomplishment, the government's subsequent attempts to limit
hyperinflation via salary constraints for employees of the public sector triggered a wave of
strikes during the winter of 1978-1979, nicknamed as the 'Winter of Discontent'. After being
badly underestimated by these occurrences, lawmakers from the opposition in Parliament
called a 'no confidence' motion against the Callaghan governance in March 1979. This
proposal received 311 votes to 310 against it. Margaret Thatcher's Conservative Party won the
next general election in May 1979 (“What Was the winter of Discontent?”).

1.1.3. Thatcher’s Arrival to Downing Street in 1979

Mrs Thatcher walked into Downing Street as Prime Minister for the first time, touted
by thrilled crowds (before new security barriers) as she prepared to deliver her first-ever
speech. On May 4, 1979, Margaret Thatcher stood at the entrance of Number 10 Downing
Street. "How do you feel at this moment?" inquired a reporter. Margaret Thatcher clarified:

Very excited, very aware of the responsibilities. Her Majesty the Queen has asked me to

form a new administration and | have accepted. It is, of course, the greatest honour that

can come to any citizen in a democracy. | know the responsibilities that await me as |

enter the door of No. 10 and | will strive unceasingly to try to fulfil the trust and

confidence that the British people have placed in me and the things in which I believe

(“Remarks on Becoming Prime Minister”).

The General Election of 1979 was momentous for several reasons. Mrs Thatcher's

gender was enough to inject a note of difference into the Conservative's deliberately dull
campaign (to avoid scaring off any voters). She played on this when questioned about how

she would handle the pressure of being Prime Minister, stating that any woman who dealt



with children all night and could still function the next day would manage the strains of high
office. Although she generally wished to downplay her gender and not make it a central issue,
when needed, she used it to full effect (“Margaret Thatcher Elected”).

Martino presents a perspective that highly regards Margaret Thatcher's leadership and
the impact of her policies on Britain and the world. He highlighted that the Conservative
platform was considerably shorter than Labour's and concentrated on five important subjects:
regulating inflation and trade union influence; restoring incentives; upholding parliament and
the rule of law; supporting family life through more efficient welfare delivery of services; and
enhancing defense. Later, her legacy as Prime Minister would be reviewed on how closely she
adhered to that swear or how far she departed from it.

The entire country appreciated her stubbornness and confidence, as evidenced by her
role in the Falklands War of 1982, the defeat of miners in strike in 1984/85, her special
connection with the Reagan administration of the United States and Mikhail Gorbachov of the
Soviet Union accorded her a worldwide reputation that no British prime had enjoyed after
Churchill. Without forgetting her contribution in the Cold War's end, and her will following
the bombing of the Grand Hotel in Brighton in 1984.

1.2.  Thatcher’s Premiership and key Policies

Thatcher's premiership was defined by extensive changes that evolved the UK's
political, economic, and social landscape. Her policies, known as Thatcherism, depended on
neoliberal concepts, highlighting the values of free markets, and an endorsement of
individualism over communalism.

1.2.1. Foundations of Thatcherism 1979-1983

Thatcher formed the Centre for Policy Studies to generate policy proposals
that adhered to principles of markets, and the new think tank played a crucial part in the

emergence of conservative political projects. As Hugo Young points out, the presence of
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academics in the personal circle of the prime minister was witness to a deliberate
transformation of the general population's consciousness. Furthermore, Thatcher's mentality
was well equipped to flourish solutions and fortunately, she had the resources to serve the
gaps the Tories (Young qgtd. in Bolick 532).

1.2.1.1. Monetary Policies and Neoliberalism

Thatcher first government introduced the Medium-Term Financial Strategy (MTFS)
and stressed the values of entrepreneurship as well as free market. Britain, at that time,
adopted a large macroeconomic approach. Indeed, the shift originates to the prior Labour
government, when the United Kingdom was obliged to borrow money from the IMF in 1976,
later on the Prime Minister Jim Callaghan widely stated at the Labour party conference at the
same Yyear that Britain could not anymore climb out of economic slump.

The Thatcher crew was engaged in two key ideologies: Friedrich Hayek's liberalism
and Milton Friedman's monetarism, which influenced their primary emphasis on the money
supply and reduction of public spending. By having small planning elite dictate what is
produced, in what quantities, by what methods, and how it is allocated, Hayek saw -in his
book The Road to serfdom- this as setting up the conditions for a new form of totalitarian
oppression - an "economic dictatorship™ overruling personal and economic liberty (92).

In relation to the field of finance, the Conservative Party's view of the extended
economic slump of the 1970s as a direct outcome of post-World War Il interventionist
inclinations justified their opposition to socialist and communist doctrines. To address these
lasting challenges, they recommended minimizing government involvement whenever
feasible. This strategy ultimately resulted in extensive deregulation, privatization, and

divestment from public assets, all while focusing on fiscal policies (Champroux and Sowels).
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1.2.1.2 The Falkland Islands War of 1982

The Falkland War of 1982 was Thatcher's imperial attempt to defend ancestral ties in
the waters of the Atlantic Ocean. This piece of land should be regained because its residents
remained bounded by homage to the monarch. She equated martial protection with an
impression of British patriotism. Although her remarks may be viewed as an argument in
favour of a past the monarchy, Thatcher added to the marginalization of volitional Britons, as
slaves of imperialism(“A Short History of the Falklands Conflict™).

Under the leadership of Thatcher, the British government deployed a naval task force
on April 5, 1982, which traveled 8,000 miles into the South Atlantic to engage with the
Argentine forces in preparation for an amphibious attack on the islands. The British fleet
consisted of 38 warships, 77 auxiliary vessels, and 11,000 military personnel. The conflict
lasted for a period of 74 days and concluded with the surrender of the Argentine forces on
June 14, 1982. The outcome of the conflict resulted in the deaths of 649 Argentine military
members, 255 British troops, and three Falkland Islanders, ultimately leading to the return of
the islands under British control (Kennedy).
1.2.1.3 The Fight against the Unions

Pruitt argued that Thatcher's handling of the trade unions strikes and her refusal to
compromise were pivotal in her political career, contributing to the Conservative Party's
success in subsequent elections. In a symbolic move that significantly weakened trade union
resistance to Thatcher’s reforms, her government took a tough stand against striking
coalminers. Vernment’s plans to close down unprofitable mines and cut thousands of jobs.

Margaret Thatcher promoted a widespread antipathy towards trade unions, aiming
to lessen their authority. She made the decision not to directly involve herself in strikes within
the private sector, arguing that workers should place a higher value on job security than on

engagement in political and industrial disputes. The initial legislation focused on curtailing
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union power was the Employment Act of 1980, which mandated an 80% worker approval for
establishing closed shops and constrained sympathy strikes and picketing locations. The
subsequent Employment Act of 1982 narrowed the extent of a lawful strike to those primarily
involving workers and their employers, essentially deeming sympathy strikes nearly unlawful
(Newman).
1.2.2 Consolidated Thatcherism, 1983-1987

During this era, there was a strengthening of Thatcher's economic strategies, which
involved persisting with monetarism, additional privatizations, and the enforcement of
deregulation policies. The administration led by Thatcher actively pursued changes designed
to bolster competition and effectiveness in different economic domains, leading to the
emergence of the "Big Bang" in London's financial district, fundamentally transforming the
financial industry.

1.2.1.2 Privatisation of State-Run Companies

Moore a former minister in Margaret Thatcher’s Conservative government and the
architect of the UK's privatization program, outlines the rationale, challenges, and outcomes
of the privatization efforts during the 1980s. Thatcher and the Conservative Party displayed
political prudence towards privatization, albeit with an absence of a comprehensive agenda
for its implementation. The general populace had restricted awareness concerning capital
markets and harboured uncertainty regarding the authentic implications of privatization. A
number of publicly owned corporations were privatised, including the selling of British
Telecom in 1984, which involved over 2 million individuals buying shares, British Gas in
1986, and the British Airport Authority (BAA) in 1987. In reality, the process of privatisation
shows that it can succeed in saving the economy from falling apart, meanwhile in changing

public attitudes regarding financial transparency as the notion of personal property.
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Certain initial accomplishments generated a momentum that drove the pursuit of
further reforms. An initial reform that drew attention was the widely accepted legislation
recognized as the “Right to Buy” policy, which enabled individuals to buy the government-
owned residences they lived in and gain stakes in businesses. This principle further endorsed a
political ideology known as individualism, which introduced power to the ordinary people to
possess properties, to make choices and to control their own lives (Murie).

1.2.1.2. Trade Union Act of 1984 and Miners’ Strike of 1985

Thatcher's aspiration to reduce the power of the trade unions was a continual process
that was strengthened by the enactment of the Trade Union Act of 1984. This legislation
highlighted the execution of notable alterations including the necessity for secret ballots
before commencing a strike, constraints on political financing, the introduction of a cooling-
off period for new employees to familiarize themselves with the union's activities and
objectives, and a cap on the tenure of union officials to a maximum of five years. Distinct
classes of trade union members were barred from voting, including individuals not currently
employed those who provided financial support to the union through membership fees or
donations, as well as apprentices and newly enrolled union members (Taylor).

Nymo noted that The Coal miners' strike of the 1980s, which occurred from March
1984 to March 1985, was a significant event. Subsidy cuts and opposition from the
Conservative government put the British coal industries at risk. The closure of Cortonwood
Colliery prompted a strike among Yorkshire miners, which spread nationwide. The National
Union of Mineworkers called for a national strike, aiming to halt coal production. Miners
faced obstacles from those still working, while trying to convince others to join the cause. The
strike officially ended on March 3, 1985, in a NUM meeting, and miners returned to work just

two days later (15).
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1.2.1.3. The Irish Question 1985

Irish Prime Minister (Taoiseach) Garret FitzGerald and Margaret Thatcher ratified the
Anglo-Irish Agreement on November 15, 1985, at Hillsborough Castle in County Down,
Northern Ireland, with the intention of playing a collaborative part in terminating the Troubles
in Northern Ireland, despite the fact that the deal acquired little encouragement from either
community. It constituted the Irish government's official advisory position regarding Northern
Ireland affairs. The deal, seen as one of the most significant breakthroughs in British-Irish
diplomacy since the birth of the Irish Free State in 1922, called for periodic gatherings of Irish
and British government officials to debate Northern Ireland concerns. It stressed four areas of
partnership: political matters, security and related issues, legal problems, notably justice
treatment, and the enhancement of cross-border interaction (“Anglo-Irish Agreement”).

1.2.14. Greater London Council 1986

Cunningham highlights that the Greater London Council's final days, marked by a mix
of defiance and celebration, as the council grappled with its impending abolition. In 1986, The
British government abolished the GLC. From 1965 until 1986, GLC was the primary
administrative unit of all municipal governments in London. It took the place of the preceding
London County Council. Its leader was an extremist Labour politician, Ken Livingstone, who
regained the leadership of the body from the Tories in 1981 and dubbed “Red Ken” for his
far-left ideology, as a result thatcher resolved to disband it to minimize the influence of left
wing ideology over the British public and to curb the extravagance of high-spending councils.
The decision allowed the districts and boroughs to function as a single tier —units of the
responsibilities placed upon them like housing and transporting.

1.2.3. Blowback and Decomposition of Radical Thatcherism, 1987-1990

Thatcher was able to secure a third term in office, during which her government

proficiently handled Miners' strikes. Opinion polls indicated that the Conservatives held 43%
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support, Labour 29%, and the SDP-Liberal Alliance 26%, at the outset of the campaign. Neil
Kinnock, the adversary of Thatcher from the Labour party, contested her political agenda as
both contenders sought to gain more backing. Internal dissension within the Labour party
played a role in Thatcher's landmark third term win in 1987, albeit with a diminished majority
of 102 seats in contrast to the prior 144. The Labour party noted an uptick in their seat count
from 209 to 229, specifically performing well in Scotland and northern England. Thatcher
swiftly implemented polarizing changes in healthcare, education, and the economy, leading to
significant debate. At the start of the campaign, polls demonstrated that the Conservatives had
43% support, Labour 29%, and the SDP-Liberal Alliance 26% (“11 June 1987”).
1.2.3.1 Education Reform 1988

The Education Reform Act of 1988 was an influential piece of legislation that
introduced marketization concepts into state education. Among its several features were the
implementation of league tables that refer to the published rankings of academic institutions
relying on a group of performance indicators. These criteria depend on the outcomes of
standardized tests such as Standard Attainment Tests (SATSs), General Certificate of
Secondary Education (GCSEs), and Advanced Levels (A-Levels) as the key elements for
evaluating student and institutional success. Thatcher's administration prompted the public
schools to compete similarly to businesses seeking clientele, revenue, and financial gains, in
order to lift up learning/Teaching environments. The Act allocated more decision-making
power to parents “Parentocracy” in choosing their children's school and granted school
leaders greater control over their financial resources. As a result, these dual provisions
brought about a significant decline in the control of Local Education Authorities in

monitoring educational management at the regional level (Thompson).
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Fisher noted that the reform caused a new era in British academic political thought,
leading to stronger centralised oversight on educational laws and standards by the politicians.
Affecting the freedom and engagement of instructors in education (256).
1.2.3.2 Euroscepticism

Higazy explores the deep-rooted connection between Margaret Thatcher's
Euroscepticism during her premiership and the eventual Brexit referendum. Margaret
Thatcher was the spiritual mother of Euroscepticism. The theme illustrates the complex link
between Britain and the European Union. It represents a wide range of viewpoints, from those
who are just concerned about the EU's orientation to those who advocate for the bloc's
ultimate breakup. Initially, Margaret Thatcher was a staunch supporter of the "yes" camp
during the 1975 referendum on the continuation of the association with the European
Economic Community (EEC). She notably highlighted her loyalty by donning a pullover
decorated with the flags of the member nations. Yet, her perspective had changed later. She
simultaneously pushed for the establishment of a unified European market to streamline trade
processes while also pushing back against further political integration within Europe in the
mid-1980s (2).

Thatcher known for her strong disapproval of Jacques Delors' proposal to introduce a
unified European currency and establish a European central bank, cautioning that such actions
might destroy the sovereignty of individual nation-states in determining their monetary
policies. The 1980s witnessed a surge in Euroscepticism within the Conservative Party, as the
EEC transitioned from a primarily economic entity to a more politically oriented one,
prompting debates on the future governance of the UK. The Iron Lady presented a speech in
which she exhibited intense anti-European feelings and resisted deeper unification.

Howe believed that the prime minister was ignoring his guidance, wisdom and as a betrayal of

the UK's interests. Hence, Geoffrey chose to quit in protest, delivering an acidic resignation
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address in the House of Commons. Thatcher Left the office two years after the withdrawal of
Howe. Her growing hostility to EU that served an integral role in her resignation and current
Britain’s withdrawal from EU (“Britain’s EU Journey”).
1.2.3.2 Poll Tax Act 1989-1990
Margaret Thatcher implemented the 'poll tax' in Scotland in 1989-1990, later

spreading its application to England. The tax, known as the ‘Community Charge," mandated
equal payments without consideration of individuals' financial positions. Despite this, it faced
pushback from both the public and her political party. This resistance resulted in the creation
of Anti-Poll Tax Unions (APTUSs). The climax of protests transpired in London on March 31,
1990, drawing a substantial audience. The demonstration evolved into a riot, resulting in
around 5000 casualties. Law enforcement authorities attributed the unrest to leftist groups,
while Tommy Sheridan and Steve Nally denounced the demonstrators. The police pressed
charges against 491 individuals, with many convictions secured through video evidence.
Thatcher stepped down in November 1990, significantly influenced by the upheaval in
London (“British Win Repeal of Poll Tax”).

1.3 Socioeconomic Impacts of Thatcherism

The legacy of Thatcherism extends beyond its immediate economic and social effects,
influencing the UK's approach to governance, public services, and international relations.
While it has been credited with modernizing the UK's economy and reducing unemployment,
it has also been associated with the erosion of social safety nets and the exacerbation of social
inequalities. The long-term effects of Thatcherite policies on crime, poverty, inequality, and
health have been the subject of ongoing research and debate, reflecting the enduring relevance

of Thatcherism in understanding the UK's socioeconomic landscape.
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1.3.1. Curbing Inflation

Thatcher introduced Thatcherism, a bold socioeconomic initiative, with a focus on
reducing inflation. Before her leadership in 1979, Britain suffered from high inflation that
peaked at 21.9% in 1975, leading to economic turmoil. Thatcher blamed government
spending and loose monetary policies for the price hike. She empowered the Bank of England
to set interest rates independently to combat inflation, even if it slowed down the economy.
Additionally, she deregulated industries and privatized state-owned enterprises to enhance

competitiveness and efficiency (Pym).
Inflation

Monthly RPI, year-on-year change, %

1976 77 78 79 1980 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 1990 91 92 93
Source: ONS

Fig.1. Inﬂation Rates Change during Thatcher’s Eleven-Year Tenure. from: “The Thatcher
Years in Statistics.” BBC News, 2013, www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-22070491.

Prices for goods and services shot through the roof in the early 1970s as a result of
inflationary pressures brought on by Great Britain's 1973 oil crisis. In the late 1960s, the
current regime sought to cut to tax burden purchases, which also incorporated to inflation.
The reduction in inflation during the 1980s was credited to Margaret Thatcher's anti-
inflationary initiatives, which encompassed strict fiscal and monetary policy, huge interest
rates, and deregulation. However, the recession also caused inflation to fall dramatically,

which contributed in joblessness and frustration among the citizenry.



19

1.3.3 Wide Spread of Unemployment

Pettinger said that the British economy was defined by joblessness during the 1970s
and 1980s, a national crisis that heightened under the rule of Margaret Thatcher's Tory regime
in 1979. The fear of being jobless loomed big during this time, casting a long and bitter shade
over millions of lives. As the post-war joy, diminished, British companies were confronted
with the tough facts of worldwide competitiveness and technical progress.

Reorganisation and digitalisation have led to job losses and economic hardships,
particularly during Thatcher's time in office. The government's focus on fiscal austerity and
market liberalisation resulted in tightening budgetary controls, causing job cuts in the public
sector and a decline in traditional employment opportunities due to deindustrialisation. These
policies, intended to promote economic growth, ultimately had the opposite effect and created
a human catastrophe across the country. Northern England, Scotland, and Northern Ireland
were hit the hardest, with high unemployment rates leading to poverty and despair. The
impact extended beyond financial loss, with broken morale, strained family relationships, and
societal division. The resulting discontent manifested through protests, strikes, and a general
sense of alienation (Coman).

1.3.4 North-South Divide

Bailoni advocated that Margaret Thatcher is frequently accused of boosting
inequalities while creating new economic and geographical divisions all over her 11-year
administration. The division between the North and the South is a depiction frequently
employed to refer to geographical disparities among various areas of the United Kingdom, in
which a post-industrial north, afflicted by social and financial issues, is juxtaposed with a
powerful and wealthy South, fuelled by the service sector; a "centre™ (the South) is

differentiated from a "periphery"” (the North). This double representation has been taken
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advantage of in political discussions, particularly by Northern legislators, to defend
suggestions for more funds and a deeper decentralization of power.
1.3.5. The Crush of the Trade Unions

This economic disparity has far-reaching effects that went beyond simple suffering.
The prime minister's policies wiped out trade unions that repeatedly stood for rights of
employees along with equal salaries, so workers were subject to enduring longer hours, and
flat earnings. For many, the aspiration of an adequate wage for the work they do is gone,
substituted by a never-ending struggle for existence in a deregulated terrain. The weakening
of unions ruptured the social deal, the implicit pact between employers and their staff that
previously governed their job. Workers, who were once strong protagonists who created their
own fates, were relegated to meaningless pieces in a market machine. The absence of unity
and voice shattered the interpersonal environment, rendering people on the store's floor feel
weak and voiceless (Kersley).

1.4 The Influence of Thatcherism on Contemporary British Politics

Thatcherism has an impact on every aspect of the current political scene, from altering
power dynamics to the emergence of new philosophies. It solidified the Conservative Party's
long-standing supremacy, which remains to shape today's politics (Espiet-Kilty).

Jessop declared in his article “From Thatcherism to New Labour” that the New Labour
administrations under Tony Blair and Gordon Brown were labelled as neo-Thatcherite,
demonstrating the impact of Thatcher's economic principles on the Labour Party. Thatcher’
doctrines necessitated the Labour Party to re-evaluate its political strategy. Confronted with
the task of attracting voters in the midst of Thatcher's considerable support and policy
successes, the party engaged in a comprehensive examination of its own policies and tactics,
hence the modernisation of the old left is one of the remarkable attainments of the Iron Lady

(11).
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Sheets argued that Thatcher's clashes with trade unions redefined their relationship
with the government. While affiliation with a union decreased dramatically, protests were less
prevalent, resulting to more peace in factories (27).

This change brought about a shift towards a more confrontational and hostile
environment, with the government actively supporting employers over union demands.
Employers were granted heightened control to introduce adjustments in the workplace without
prolonged negotiations with Labour unions (Bannister).

1.5  Controversies Surrounding Thatcherism

Critics of Thatcherism argue that it led to increased inequality, with wealth
concentrated in the hands of the few at the expense of the many. They claim that Thatcher's
policies exacerbated social division and weakened the labor movement, contributing to a
"culture of dependency” rather than fostering individual responsibility and self-reliance.
Moreover, the emphasis on free markets and reduced government spending has been criticized
for its effects on public services, such as the National Health Service (NHS), which Thatcher
famously pledged to protect but whose resources were stretched thin by her economic
policies.

The Iron Lady's legacy faced a long shadow of both respect and bitter opposition.
Among her fiercest depreciators was the leader of the Labour Party, Neil Kinnock. His
scandalous appellation, "The most dangerous woman in Britain”, communicated tightly that
Thatcher's philosophy posed an imminent risk to the social texture of the country. The leftists
regarded her plan as compounding disparity, and valuing self-interest over collective well-
being. Kinnock believed that Thatcher's financial arrangements were ethically inexcusable,
tearing the social security net and leaving powerless uncovered (“Neil Kinnock on Life

Opposite Thatcher™).
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Keir Starmer, who took on the leadership of the Labour Party in 2020, shared his
views in an article published in the conservative ideological newspaper known as 'the
telegraph,’ where he expressed admiration for the policies of Thatcher and how they aimed to
revitalize Britain by unleashing its innate entrepreneurial drive (“Starmer Praise for Thatcher
an Insult to Scots™).

The claim made by Australian writer and Feminist Germaine Greer indicates that
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher undermines the credibility of female politicians.
Within the pages of Lear's magazine in the May-June period, Greer articulated her perspective
that Thatcher is seen now as the 'heroine of every catastrophe’. Despite the successes of
Thatcher in challenging the norms of a predominantly male-centric political system, it did not
bring about significant progress for women as a whole. Greer asserts that 'power feminism’
tends to elevate privileged women while marginalizing the struggles of working-class women

who face more substantial and societal barriers (Pryor).
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Chapter Two
Shift from Thatcherism to Blairism
2.1 The Roots of Blairism

Tony Blair's foray into politics in 1953 was characterized by a dedication to revamp the
Labour Party and harmonize it with the changing socio-economic environment of Britain in
the latter part of the 20th century.Blair's ascent to prominence within the Labour Party was
gradual, commencing with his election to Parliament in 1983. His inquisitive nature and drive
propelled him to play pivotal roles in influencing Labour's policies and communication
strategies across different leadership tenures, including those of Neil Kinnock and John
Smith. It was during Smith's leadership that Blair was designated as Shadow Home Secretary,
a role that provided him with valuable insight into the internal mechanisms of governance, as
well as the complexities of law enforcement and security.

John Mcllory stated in an article named “ The Roots of Blairism” that Blairism, a political
trend advocated by former British government leader Tony Blair, emerged in the course of the
1990s in light of perceived flaws in traditional left-wing politics. Blairism primary purpose
was to modernise the Labour Party and reposition it as a moderate, pro-market organisation.
The beginnings of Blairism may be traced back to the social democratic reformist thinking
defended by people such as Anthony Crosland, who suggested a change away from
conventional socialist economic ideas and towards a mixed economy with a focus on equal
chances for success. Blair drew inspiration in these ideas, as well as the "Third Way" politics
advocated by sociologists such as Anthony Giddens.

Andrei Shleifer in his paper “ State versus Private Ownership" noted that One of the
main principles of Blairism was the refusal of what Blair referred to as "the old Left" and its
focus on state ownership and control of industries. Blairism, on the other hand, favoured

private enterprise and aimed to utilise market mechanisms to accomplish social objectives.
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This strategy was demonstrated through initiatives like the Private Finance Initiative, which
entailed private companies financing public infrastructure projects. Regarding social matters,
Blairism adopted a more progressive position, advocating for issues such as LGBT rights and
racial equality. Nevertheless, it also upheld a tough stance on crime and did not question the
core principles of capitalism.

2.1.1 Blair’s Biography

Blair, the descendant of a barrister, attended Fettes College in Edinburgh (referred to
as 'Scotland's Eton’) and St. John's College at the University of Oxford, where he harmonized
his scholarly emphasis on law with a profound interest in theology and popular music. His
participation in political matters was insignificant until his encounter with Cherie Booth, who
later became his spouse. He concluded his studies at Oxford in 1975 and ventured into the
legal profession in the same year. During his legal practice in the realms of employment and
commerce, his fascination with the political doctrine of the Labour Party blossomed,
ultimately leading to his triumphant election to the British House of Commons in 1983, where
he represented the secure Labour constituency of Sedgefield, a tightly knit former mining
region in the northeast of England (Gallagher).

Growing up in Durham, England, Blair experienced the immense impact of local
miners, who contributed a great deal to the success of England's Labour Party. During
working as a lawyer in the last years of the 1970s, Blair entered the Labour Party, which was
in trouble at the time. Several union strikes in late 1978 assisted the Tory Party (to which
Blair's father belonged) won the election next year since the public perceived the socialist
party to be mainly ruled by unions (“Tony Blair - Prime Minister”).

Blair's vision for the UK during his tenure revolved around advancing as a nation, with
success gauged by how much the most marginalized citizens benefitted from societal

advancements. Blair is widely recognized for his impressive public speaking skills, delivering
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persuasive and compelling speeches on a variety of topics that have resonated with voters and
effectively conveyed his viewpoints and policies in parliamentary debates. It is worth noting
that both supporters and critics of Blair can easily link specific catchphrases and statements to
particular policies or events during his time as Prime Minister (“Tony Blair”).

2.1.2 The General Elections 1997

Bryn Morgan report “General Election Results, 1 May 1997 provides a
comprehensive overview of the landmark 1997 United Kingdom general election. The 1997
general election was a turning point in British politics after nearly two decades of
Conservative rule under John Major. Despite the Conservative Party's previous electoral
successes since 1979, Major's government struggled towards the end of its term due to issues
like the unpopular 'poll tax' and conflicts with the public sector over pay and working
conditions. A significant strike involving 850,000 health workers in 1989/90 highlighted these
tensions. By the end of 1996, it was evident that the government was facing a revitalized trade
union movement, signaling the end of the more cooperative atmosphere of the early Thatcher
years.

The "Poll Tax Election™ that occurred on April 9th, 1992, led to the Conservatives
winning their fourth consecutive general election, gaining a majority of 21 seats. The
unexpected result was contrary to the pre-election polls that all predicted a Labour Party
triumph. Political analysts and pollsters were disappointed by this outcome, having expected a
hung parliament where the Liberal Democrats would hold the balance of power. With this
background, individuals involved in British politics will approach the election results of May
1st, 1997 with caution (Heath et al.).

The purdah regulations go into force the day before polls when an election is called.
The purpose of these regulations is to protect the political objectivity of the Crown, the Civil

Service, and official communications and media. Civil servants, however, frequently voice
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their concern that the restrictions are too onerous and prevent them from carrying out their
daily responsibilities. Strangely, the day the prime minister decides to call for elections
usually falls inside these constraints. Employees of the government can ask their departments
for guidance on purdah regulations. On March 16, 1992, Bill Cockburn, the Permanent
Secretary of the Scottish Office, was arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol while
donning a woman's pink jumper. This arrest significantly interrupted the preceding purdah
period. The media’s pressure on Cockburn's family led to his resignation later on. This episode
was perceived as an unintended result of the increased media attention paid to public officials
and lawmakers, who profit from the anonymity of being "named and not identified" (“Purdah:
Publicity Considerations™).

2.1.2 Blair Resignation 2007

According to a research named “Blair Faces Revolt within Labor Party” written by
Kevin Sullivan and Mary Jordan, Blair's declining popularity and dissatisfaction among
Labour MPs led to an unsuccessful attempt to remove him and Gordon Brown from their
positions. This marked the beginning of his downfall, as he was increasingly viewed as a
burden to the party. The situation worsened during the 2006 local elections, where Labour
suffered a significant loss of 319 local councillors. Despite calls for his resignation, Blair
remained determined to complete his third term. A minor cabinet reshuffle in May 2006 failed
to improve the situation. Blair's absence due to heart surgery and visits to Iraq further
alienated Labour members.

In Geoffrey Wheatcroft's article "The Tragedy of Tony Blair", the writer argues that
many of the factors that led to Tony Blair's resignation were undeniably linked to the Iraq
war. The continued debate over weapons of mass destruction, the legality, impartiality, and
judgment of Blair's decisions are regarded as some of his greatest failings as prime minister.

During a meeting with Prescott and then chief of staff Jonathan Powell on March 7th, 2007,
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Blair declared his intention to step down from the premiership within a few months. He
subsequently affirmed this decision in a public press conference on May 10th, 2007.
Following this setback in 2005, the Blair government saw another blow in the failure to
secure the 2012 Olympic Games to London, losing it to Paris. This was seen as a personal
failure for Blair himself as he put great effort into securing the games as part of his vision for
Britain.
2.1.3. After Resignation

Blair's declining popularity and dissatisfaction among Labour MPs led to an
unsuccessful attempt to remove him and Gordon Brown from their positions. This marked the
beginning of his downfall, as he was increasingly viewed as a burden to the party. The
situation worsened during the 2006 local elections, where Labour suffered a significant loss of
319 local councillors. Despite calls for his resignation, Blair remained determined to complete
his third term. A minor cabinet reshuffle in May 2006 failed to improve the situation. Blair's
absence due to heart surgery and visits to Iraq further alienated Labour members. In 2010,
Blair released his memoir titled "A Journey", in which he reiterated his support for the Iraq
War and detailed the strained relationship he had with Gordon Brown (Wheeler).

2.2 New Labour Party Ideology and Key Policies

The Labour Party has undergone a change in ideology, embracing a more progressive
and socialist stance under its recent leadership. The party's new vision hubs on addressing
economic inequality, climate change, and social justice issues. A key aspect of the party's
platform involves implementing a Green New Deal, designed to transition the economy to
renewable energy sources and create job opportunities in sustainable industries. This
ambitious approach is influenced by the proposals put forth by Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and

other progressive Democrats in the United States (Starmer).
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The expansion of the social safety net, such as a universal basic income program and a
strengthened National Health Service, is a key focus. It is argued by the party that these
measures are vital in addressing poverty and ensuring a decent standard of living for all
citizens (Universal Basic Services).

2.2.1. Modernization of the Party and Implementing Neoliberalism

Michael Calderbank, in his analysis titled "Tony Blair’s New Labour Subordinated the
Party to Capitalists,” argues that to explore the 'modernizers’ within the British Labour Party
in the period prior to the significant election victory of 1997 is to mention Tony Blair, Gordon
Brown, and their immediate colleagues. These individuals advanced a strategy that entailed
centralizing power within the party to reduce the influence of members, forsaking Clause IV
(which epitomized the party's historical commitment to socialism and public ownership), and,
while not explicitly endorsing it, acknowledging the inevitability of capitalist globalisation in
the era of neoliberalism. In a strategic manoeuvre, the "modernizers™ within New Labour
would categorise their adversaries — encompassing not only those on the Left but also
individuals with more traditional social democratic views — as a single entity referred to as
Old Labour or political relics.

Neoliberalism is an economic as well as political theory that focuses on the
free market, private entrepreneurship, and minimal government interference in economic
affairs. It is distinguished by dedication to measures such as privatisation, deregulation, open
trade, tax cuts, and social welfare programmes. This ideology is frequently coupled with a
larger trend of globalisation, and the growing power of international companies and financial
organisations in defining socioeconomic policies. The introduction of neoliberal policies by
Tony Blair in the UK is often motivated by a desire to strengthen a nation's ability to compete,

welcome foreign investment, and encourage economic development (Elhefnawy).
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Glen O’Hara points out in her piece of writing “New Labour’s Domestic Policies:
Neoliberal, Social Democratic or a Unique Blend?”” that New Labour's approach was a unique
blend of neoliberal and social democratic elements, emphasizing that the party's policies
should not be simplistically categorized as one or the other. Chris Williamson, a Corbynite
MP, stated privatization, cuts, and deregulation, key pillars that remained strong after
Thatcher’s era define that neoliberalism. These changes, known as New Public Management,
focused on dividing fees and service delivery, regulated competition for service agreements,
and emphasized outcomes over inputs. The state's entities appeared more efficient with strong
oversight, like in Blair's Office for Public Service Reform and Treasury's agreements with
agencies.

2.2.1.1 Investment in National Health Care Services

David Campbell in his article “Tony Blair Urges Expanded Role for Private Sector as
NHS Turns 75” believed that Blair expresses support for the private sector playing a larger
role, particularly in offering high-volume, low-complexity services like dermatology. During
his time in office, Blair utilized independent sector treatment centres, operated by private
entities, to address lengthy waiting lists. However, Dr. John Puntis, co-chair of the Keep Our
NHS Public campaign group, advised caution regarding Blair's proposals. Puntis emphasized
the importance of human-centred care, noting that while technology can enhance healthcare, it
cannot fully replace the role of healthcare staff. During the Blair administration, increased
funding led to improvements in NHS performance and patient satisfaction. Conversely, the
involvement of the private sector had a detrimental impact on NHS services, with independent
sector treatment centres resulting in higher costs.

A representative from the Department of Health and Social Care made an emphasis on
the utilization of technology and artificial intelligence to enlarge patient services, mirroring

the primary focus of the health and social care secretary. A focus on the deployment of
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advanced functionalities on the NHS App, which serves 32 million users, is to enhance the
choices available to NHS patients in determining their treatment location upon referral,
encompassing choices within the private sector. Blair proposes that each patient should be
provided with a pioneering personalized health platform online via the NHS app. This
platform would provide individuals with access to a detailed history of their medical tests,
appointments, and treatments (Mitchell).

2.2.1.2 Human Rights Act 1998

The article "Revealed: Blair attack on human rights law" by Ned Temko and Jamie
Doward exposes that the Human Rights Act of 1998, put forward by Tony Blair's Labour
Party, was an essential regulation targeting at incorporating key provisions of the European
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) into UK law. This act was an important move towards
adopting human rights into the UK's constitutional framework, establishing it as a signature
piece of legislation for the Labour government. It introduced a number of inalienable civil and
political rights enforceable by the courts in England and Wales. This included rights such as
the right to life, freedom from torture, inhuman and degrading treatment, the right to liberty,
and to a fair trial. The ECHR was drafted in reaction to the foreign threatens that infringed
civil rights during World War 11 to avoid such crimes from occurring again.

The Human Rights Act of 1998 and Article 2 of the Human Rights Convention played
a crucial role in uncovering the truth about a tragic event. The second inquest overturned the
initial ruling of accidental death and determined that the 96 Liverpool supporters were
unlawfully killed. The Act has been a useful tool for women challenging police negligence in
cases of domestic abuse, homicide, sexual assault, and trafficking investigations. Banaz
Mahmod's case in 2006 highlighted the importance of holding law enforcement accountable

for their failures in preventing tragic outcomes. An investigation by the Independent Police
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Complaints Commission confirmed that the police had failed Mahmod (“On the Human
Rights Act”).

2.2.1.3 Freedom of Information Act 2000

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 provides public access to information held by
public authorities. Governments must disclose certain facts concerning their actions, and the
public has the right to seek information from them. The Act applies to all documented data
kept by public agencies in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland, as well as UK-wide public
organisations situated in Scotland. The Act 2002 allows access to documents held by Scottish
public bodies. It does not apply to all entities receiving public funds, such as some charities
and private sector organizations offering public services. It covers various forms of recorded
information while protecting private data access (“What Is the FOI”).

2.2.1.4 Public Private Partnership

In 1998, Tony Blair's newly elected Labour administration launched a public-private
partnership (PPP) to upgrade London's subway system, which included elements that were
more than 100 years old. While the underground's infrastructure remained in public hands,
two privately owned companies - Metronet and Tube Lines - were hired to ask for investment
and finish the project. The PPP collapsed in 2007, and the government assumed its financial
obligations, presenting British taxpayers with billions of pounds in damages (“Full Text of
John Prescott’s Speech”).

London Underground Limited (LUL), a subsidiary of Transport for London (TfL),
oversees the security of railway infrastructure. It employs train drivers, station workers, and
network supervisors. LUL sought agreements with the private sector to upgrade the
subsurface infrastructure and invest £7 billion over 15 years. The public had mixed feelings

about private sector involvement in rebuilding the tube network, despite agreeing on the
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importance of improving London's transportation and facilities (“The London Underground’s
Failed PPP”).

2.2.1.5 Enterprise Act 2002

The law established the Office of Fair Trading, Competition Appeal Tribunal, and
Competition Service to regulate combinations and market structures, penalizing company
directors for illegal practices. Making cartels illegal with a maximum 5-year prison sentence,
the law emphasized investigating markets based on competitive levels to prevent anti-
competitive behavior. It also introduced changes to management processes for failing
businesses to promote a “rescue culture” and protect assets from being liquidated (“Legal -
Enterprise Act 2002”).

2.2.1.6 Education Reform Act 2002

Thompson Karl asserted in "Education Policy under New Labour™ article that the
Education Act of 2002 represented a pivotal moment in the educational policy of the New
Labour government, with the main goals of improving standards, fostering a skilled
workforce, and advancing equal opportunities through the support of inclusive education and
the enrichment of educational experiences for all individuals. New Labour augmented
financial support for the education sector and broadened the scope of standardized
assessments for students as well as objectives for educational institutions. The principal aim
of the educational policy under New Labour were to elevate standards to form a competent
workforce able to compete in the international knowledge-based economy.

The Act paved the way for the development of institutions of higher learning, which
were designed to promote new ideas to education, stop the vicious circle of failing institutions
in towns and cities, and provide greater variety in the field of education. To elaborate on, the

British government solidified the participation of both private and faith-based organisations
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and supported cultural diversity in secondary education by bolstering the formation of
numerous specialised schools and academies with private assistance (Gillard).

2.2.1.7 Sure Start Program

Bouchal, Petr, and Emma Norris argue in their collaborative work “Implementing
Sure Start Children’s Centres” that Sure Start children’s centres were created as an extension
of the Sure Start program, which was originally a key policy of the Labour party. The
program, launched in 1999 with £450 million in funding, was designed to provide services to
young children and their families in economically disadvantaged areas. The UK government
plans to establish 3,500 children’s centres, offering various services such as community health
support, parenting assistance, education, childcare, and employment opportunities for families
with young children. These centres aim to improve outcomes for children and reduce child
poverty. Through these services, children’s centres are expected to play a crucial role in
enhancing outcomes for young children, thereby addressing inequalities and contributing to
the reduction of child poverty

2.3 Economic and Social Effects of Blairism

When analysing the impact of Blairism on the economy and society, it is evident that
notable accomplishments as well as controversial matters marked this era. The enduring
influence of Blair's governance continues to be a topic of heated discussion, illustrating the
intricate relationship among economic prosperity, social well-being, and geopolitical factors
in moulding the British community and its global position.

Chote et al., in the document "Public Spending under Labour 2010 Election Briefing"
advocate that overall public expenditures rose substantially under Tony Blair's tenure,
reaching 4.8% a year in actual terms between the month of April 2000 and March 2006. The
amount spent featured a concentration on services for the public, which grew at a mean

annual rate of 6.4% from April 1999 to March 2006. The rise of government consumption,
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especially in the areas of health care and education, was intended for improving overall
consumer demand, which in return fuelled economic expansion. During that time, the United
Kingdom's overall government spending went up in actual terms by a rate of 3.4% per year,
while investment on government programmes increased by an annual of 4.4% per year.

Niven highlighted in the article “How Blairism Failed the Working Class” that
Blairism caused significant rises in welfare payments and credits for taxes, leading to a major
decrease in childhood poverty rates. This was particularly apparent in districts like the North
East, where the implementation of Sure Start programmes reinforced the system of social
security for millions, especially in disadvantaged communities.

Blair's economic policy marked a departure from Old Labour's heavy taxation
approach to one that focused on creating a favourable environment for businesses to thrive
through low taxes and labour market flexibility. The government aimed to narrow the income
gap between the rich and poor by providing tax credits to low-income workers, along with
programs to make work more rewarding for the unemployed. While higher and middle-
income groups saw income growth, those at the bottom experienced less improvement. The
government also aimed to shift towards a knowledge-based economy, moving away from
traditional manufacturing towards technology and service sectors, although the long-term
employment impact remains uncertain (“Labour Party Manifesto 1997”).

The National Health Service (NHS) was a major focus area for the Blair government,
which sought to modernize and improve the healthcare system through a combination of
increased funding and structural reforms. Significant investments were made to enhance
staffing levels, upgrade hospital facilities, and reduce waiting times for treatments. The
introduction of public-private partnerships (PPPs) and the use of private finance initiatives
(PFIs) in the healthcare sector were controversial aspects of the reforms. These measures

aimed to leverage private sector involvement and financing to address the NHS's
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infrastructure and capacity needs, but they also raised concerns about the potential
privatization of healthcare services (Black).

According to Fons in his article titled “Poverty and Inequality: Has New Labour
Delivered?” The New Labour ministry of Tony Blair has tried to achieve an acceptable
compromise between enhancing global competitiveness while tackling welfare problems. On
the one hand, the administration initiated welfare reforms that tightened eligibility criteria and
work requirements to receive particular advantages. The idea was to move the emphasis from
passive income support to active "welfare-to-work™ programmes that encouraged people to
get jobs and become self-sufficient. However, the government also launched measures to
combat child poverty and help low-income families. To help lift families out of poverty and
promote social inclusion, policies such as tax credits, the national minimum wage, and greater
financing for childcare and early childhood education were enacted.

2.4 Influence of Blairism on Contemporary British Politics

Under the leadership of Tony Blair, the Labour Party underwent a profound
transformation, moving away from its traditional left-wing roots towards a more centrist, pro-
business approach. This ideological shift not only enabled Labour to win a landslide victory in
the 1997 general election but also reshaped the political landscape in the UK for years to
come.

According to Gani in a newspaper article named “Clause IV: A Brief History” Blair
argued that the traditional social class voting patterns were fading, and a significant portion of
middle England shared similar values with Labour. Consequently, this led to centrist
strategies like those that political triangulation aimed at attracting Conservative voters. Blair
saw this as the key to regaining power in Britain following the previous election outcomes. A
crucial aspect of winning votes was portraying Labour as competent in managing the

economy and steering away from tax-heavy policies. Blair emphasized the need to move
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beyond ideological comfort zones, illustrated by Labour's integration of some Conservative
policies, such as endorsing the 'free market' and aligning UK businesses with the EU Social
Chapter. Blair's government also shifted Labour's position on Europe, departing from the
traditional opposition to EU federalism and adopting a more comfortable stance with Britain's
role in Europe.

Despite its significant impact on the structure of the state and the dynamics among
government institutions and international relations, the most noticeable outcome of Blair's
time as Prime Minister has been the shift in the political landscape of Britain. Some argue that
Blair aimed to dismantle the Conservative party and position the Labour party as the
dominant political force. While the Conservatives have indeed faced a decline in electoral
support since 1997, it is debatable whether a different leader, such as Cameron, could have
achieved the same result. Nevertheless, the evolution of the Labour party under Blair has been
profound. By creating a new electoral coalition and restructuring the party internally, Blair
transformed the Labour party beyond recognition from its state in 1994. Blair's effective
leadership was key to the success of his agenda, but it had a dual impact. His authoritative
style of governance strained relationships between government bodies, as he asserted his
authority as the ultimate decision-maker (“Case Study Tony Blair”).

Cookson et al. determined that During the Blair/Brown era, the Conservative party
embraced 'modernization’ as Labour had in the 1980s. The party acknowledged the
importance of securing the centre ground for election success, with subsequent leaders
showing more enthusiasm for reshaping the party's image. This rebranding effort included a
willingness to increase public spending, partly to counter Labour's criticism of Conservative
competence in managing public services. A key policy shift involved a greater focus on
funding and supporting the NHS, an area that had previously harmed the party electorally.

The new Conservative stance was framed within the one nation Tory tradition, emphasizing a
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commitment to addressing societal problems. While the party's 'victory' in the 2005 election,
resulting in a hung parliament and a majority in the popular vote, may not have been solely
due to its modernization efforts, it resonated with the public mood. Similar to New Labour's
success in 1997, economic uncertainty and dissatisfaction with the incumbent government
created an opportunity to reshape the political landscape in Britain influence of Blairism on
subsequent governments.

Avril identifies distinctive features of New Labour's party management. Blair's
restructuring of the policy landscape in Britain had effects that extended beyond the 13 years
of the New Labour government and even beyond the Labour party itself. Subsequent
Conservative leaders made significant efforts to show that they had absorbed the lessons from
their election losses and were adapting their policies to the changing public opinion. They
viewed Labour's struggles in the 1980s as a reflection of their own three consecutive defeats,
and for them, being out of power in the early 21st century was akin to Labour's experience in
the 1980s.

2.5. Critiques Surrounding Blairism

Critiques of Blairism span a broad spectrum, reflecting differing perspectives on the
nature and impact of these shifts. On the left, critics argue that Blairism represented a betrayal
of traditional Labour values, prioritizing short-term electoral gains over long-term social and
economic justice. From a different angle, some critics argue that Blairism failed to deliver on
its promises of modernization and improvement in public services. This critique is reflected in
discussions around the "Antinomies of Blairism," which explore the tensions between the
rhetoric of modernization and the reality of policy outcomes.

Joyce and Sibieta acknowledged the limitations and challenges posed by the fiscal
climate and the need for long-term, evidence-based policy-making. The Labour government

faced criticism for its economic policy, particularly in relation to income inequality. Critics



38

argue that New Labour failed to effectively reverse socio-economic conditions inherited from
the Conservative Governments since 1979. The Blair government's spending reviews,
particularly in 2000 and 2002/3, led to a significant increase in real terms spending in the
public sector. However, the management and allocation of these funds leaned heavily towards
market-driven approaches. The government's approach to tax and welfare systems, while
successful in reducing unemployment and avoiding low-wage workers, failed to address
poverty and income inequality. The government's focus was on maintaining work incentives
and disposable income levels, rather than redistributing resources from the wealthy to the less
privileged.

Both Noble and Strauss, representing socialist and social democrat viewpoints,
comment on New Labour and Blair. Noble acknowledges dismantling of Thatcherite welfare
state attacks, but argues New Labour did not fully satisfy supporters. Economic liberalization
and service privatization continued, necessitating public borrowing for welfare spending.
Strauss criticizes Blair's foreign policy as outdated US Cold War mimicry. Blair's ambitious
global objectives, like redrawing maps and military actions, have been ineffective due to
limited European support. NATO actions in post-Soviet regions and Blair's ties to Russia have
raised concerns in Central and Eastern Europe (Martin).

Blair's foreign policy and administration drew criticism from various quarters for
focusing too much on "spin™ and media tactics to sway public opinion. Critics accused him of
relying on questionable reports and exaggerating threats, notably during the Iraq intervention
when he claimed Irag posed an imminent danger without strong evidence. This decision,
influenced by spin, underscored US dominance in world affairs. Despite this, Blair saw the
US partnership as a chance for Britain to wield influence. In 2004, Britain supported ex-
communist nations joining the EU, all while navigating US trade limitations. Still, concerns

arose about UK's reduced reliance on American interests. The Iraq conflict exposed US



authority, causing rifts with European nations and hampering future alliances (“British

Foreign Policy”).
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Chapter Three
Third Way Legacy Implications

3.1. Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair: Similarities and Differences

Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair, two prominent figures within British politics, have
made lasting impressions on the political environment of the nation. Despite their distinct
backgrounds and beliefs, these leaders have played crucial roles in influencing the course of
British politics, each contributing in their own distinctive manner.

Philpot argued that Thatcher and Blair were both considered outsiders in their
respective parties. Thatcher, a woman from a lower-middle-class background, shattered the
glass ceiling in the male-dominated Conservative Party. Despite facing prejudices and being
dismissed as "the housewife from Grantham," Thatcher's intelligence and unwavering
commitment helped her overcome these obstacles. On the other hand, Blair came from a
privileged background with ties to the Labour Party, but his lack of traditional political
experience raised questions about his authenticity. Many viewed him as "too posh" and saw a
disconnect between him and the working-class. Blair, however, was seen as an innovative
politician who introduced modern communication tactics and promoted the concept of a
"Third Way," combining social democratic and market-oriented policies to appeal to a
changing society.

Both prime ministers retained power for a prolonged period. Thatcher occupied office
for eleven years and 208 days, whereas Blair served for ten years and 56 days. Their tenure
crystallized their political personalities within, outside their parties and reinforced their
governing styles (Bennister and Worthy).

Bogdanor said that the two leaders walked on eggshells. They reassured the public
before implementing major adjustments to policy. This method allowed them to handle the

political scene better. They sought to dampen antagonism and gain public favour by carefully
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laying out their proposals. Thatcher strategically handled the 1984 miners' strike by gaining
press and public support, framing it as an uprising against labor unions, not the government.
Blair's government portrayed changes as progressive, avoiding drastic measures to shape
public opinion. Both aimed to ease backlash and implemented major reforms during Blair's
second term in 2001 (99).

While there may be some agreement in policies or techniques, there are some major
contrasts between the two ideological orientations. Thatcher's presidency was defined by a
hostile discourse toward her political rivals and she gained notoriety for her tough and
authoritative behaviour. Blair, while equally ambitious, managed to reach the political middle
path and he was more socially intelligent and good at connecting with the public through
television and the media (“What Are the Similarities and Differences”).

Thatcher advocated for neoliberal economics with minimal government involvement
in the economy and rejected post-war consensus on full-time employment. Blair expanded on
economic reforms by introducing revenue redistribution, deviating from Thatcher's laissez-
faire approach. While Thatcher appeared indifferent to unemployment and poverty, Blair
actively addressed these issues through initiatives like the National Minimum Wage Act of
1998. The act aimed to improve the lives of the disadvantaged and prevent exploitation in the
workplace, despite opposition from Thatcher and the Conservative Party (Jessop, “Margaret
Thatcher and Thatcherism™).

Sanderson claimed that Thatcher has been praised for her conservative social
regulations, such as Section 28, in 1988 that bans regional governments from advancing
homosexuality. This act was part of a larger conservative tendency that favoured traditional
family structures while opposing the legalization of gay unions. Blair, on the contrary, was
more progressive and aimed to modernize British society. He implemented various reforms to

be consistent with the changing societal norms and demands of the period. Notably, Blair
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repealed Section 28 in 2003, which prohibited the "promotion of homosexuality" by local
authorities. This legislative change signalled a shift in attitudes towards homosexuality and
gender identity, reflecting a broader societal movement towards inclusivity and diversity.
Blair also tried to equalize the age of consent for both heterosexual and gay acts.

3.2.Global Perspectives on the Third Way Legacy

The Third Way politics was brought into the political culture of many nations around
the globe and it changed their governments in unique ways, including Turkey, Germany and
the United States. In Turkey, for instance, the Third Way demonstrated a shift towards a more
globally integrated and socially inclusive political agenda. In the United States, the Third Way
has been less explicitly defined but has turned around healthcare reform and economic policy.
In Germany, the Third Way has been associated with the modernization of the Social
Democratic Party and a move towards economic liberalization while preserving social
welfare.

3.2.1. Third Way Paolitics in Turkey

Taspinar declared that after a decade of Reagan-Thatcheromics, Europe’s social
democratic left joined forces with neoliberal principles, exemplified by the Clintonian New
Democrats and Blairist New Labourites. This fusion sought a centrist approach, promoting
competition and free-market mechanisms while maintaining a safety net for the less fortunate.
In Turkey, this alliance emerged amidst the rise of religious politics. The Justice and
Development Party (AKP) in Turkey faced a struggle for ideological survival, reshaping
political Islam in response to neoliberal dominance and the decline of traditional democratic
socialism.

The Milli Goriis movement, led by Necmettin Erbakan since 1970, consists of pro-
Islamic parties known for anti-secular actions. They advocate for Islamic morality and family

values. Thirty years later, a new group of Islamic activists called the AKP was established,
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distancing themselves from the MG movement to create a non-religious political party. Many
AKP members, including Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Abdullah Giil, were previously
affiliated with the MG movement. Erdogan's Third Way approach combines neoliberal
economics with social integration and support for underprivileged groups. Initially, the AKP
promoted a blend of Islamic beliefs, democracy, capitalism, and European integration.
However, Erdogan's leadership later shifted towards authoritarianism, nepotism, and
majoritarian rule, leading Turkey down a polarized path (Patton 2).

3.2.2. Third Way Politics in the USA

Pilon explored that Bill Clinton exploited the political midway to beautify his
accomplishments in office and to clean his reputation from the disgrace of nasty businesses.
Part of Clinton's political genius-His first electoral discourse fuelled the aspirations shared by
traditional Democrats and new Democrats; in addition, it paved the way to reach the hearts of
many Americans. He was chosen in a time when Dems were predicted to fail in presidency
competitions. Dems on Capitol Hill and in liberal interest groups complain that Mr Clinton is
quickly swinging to the right, abandoning a number of his loyalists adrift. The Conservatives
make the identical claim and have concerns that Clinton might actually succeed.

The Third Way aimed to blend aspects of both liberal welfare state programs and
pro-business policies to create a new ideology. President Clinton declared the end of the
conflict between those who saw government as the enemy and those who viewed it as the
solution in his 1998 State of the Union address. The Third Way sought to find a balance
between the liberal Left's support for big government and the far-right's push for a smaller
state. Clinton's administration promoted fiscal conservatism through measures like a balanced
budget amendment and tax cuts, while also enacting bipartisan welfare reform with the

Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act in 1996 (Romano).
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Bill Clinton introduced the Temporary Support for Needy Families program (TSNF),
changing financial aid distribution to federal block grants for states to manage with some
matching funds required. The program includes strict work requirements, child support
enforcement, increased childcare funding, and guaranteed medical coverage. Clinton's
initiative aimed to reduce polarization in politics and promote compromise, spurred by
positive reactions to his calls for civility after the Oklahoma attack and a civil debate with
Newt Gingrich. White House advisers noted strong bipartisan support for the program (gtd. in
“Clinton Follows Third Way Strategy”).

3.2.3. Third Way Paolitics in Germany

Gerhard Schrdder, known for his role as Germany's Chancellor from 1998 to 2005,
implemented the Third Way approach to blend democratic and socialist ideals with the
demands of a global market. He adopted strategies from Clinton and Blair for his election
campaigns, reshaping his party to be modern and centrist. Schroder's Agenda 2010 aimed to
address economic challenges and improve the welfare system, focusing on education,
training, and healthcare while emphasizing social responsibility. He also formed a coalition
government with the Green Party, known for their advocacy of human rights and
environmental conservation since 1983 (Conradt).

Blair and Schroder stated that in the late 1990s, Germany’s, Social Economy model,
was in disorder. Germany's high level of unemployment (four million unemployed),
insufficient public retirement savings system, rigid job market, high taxes, increased by
threefold public debt, and red tape-ridden private sector demonstrate the importance
of fundamental economic reform. The SPD leadership struggled to balance Germany's
worldwide competitiveness with its welfare state. Schroder’s choice of socialist Oskar

Lafontaine as finance minister limited his ability to make policies for several months.
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Basham declared that In March 1999, Lafontaine stepped down as Chancellor and
Party Chairman, leading to Schroeder's new financial strategy in Germany. Newly-appointed
Finance Minister Hans Eichel announced measures to reduce annual government spending by
US$16 billion, including cuts to spending growth, pension benefits, unemployment benefits,
and the civil service. Income tax rates will be reduced to 48.5%, with plans to balance the
federal budget over eight years and decrease the government's GDP share. Despite a focus on
economic liberalization, policies on social security contributions and an ecological tax were
also implemented. The elimination of capital gains tax aimed to attract foreign investors. The
success of the new project led by Schroder and Eichel remained a topic of discussion.

3.3.  The Key Economic and Social Policies of the Third Way Legacy

The centrist ideology strived to find a middle way between traditional socialist
principles and the free-market approach of Thatcherism. Fundamental aspects encompassed
highlighting public-private partnerships, allocating resources to vital services such as
healthcare and education, overhauling welfare schemes, and espousing a pro-business
standpoint in conjunction with a dedication to advancing social equality.

3.3.1. Golden Rules

According to Fogden the enactment of golden rules was a fundamental aspect of
Blair's fiscal strategy. The concept refers to a series of personal restrictions that limited the
chances of government in taking loans. The first of these tenets stated that the government
could only borrow to invest, whether in improving infrastructure or enhance the economy.
This regulation also barred debt to cover the country's total costs. However, the budgetary
shortfall is calcnulated using daily expenditures versus income ratio that disables spending on
investments. It means that as long as investment-based borrowing does not pose a fiscal
deficit, the treasury is free to borrow and will still be compliant with the golden rules.

Appropriate outlay may produce a major beneficial effect on the economy as a whole; thereby
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this gives the required flexibility. A second golden rule was that during a cycle of economic
activity, the governing body had to guarantee that public debt was below the quantity of funds
borrowed for investment at any point in time. This allowed the Treasury to develop spending
plans whilst keeping track of the debt-to-GDP ratio did not go up.

Chen emphasized that Blair's stress on economic restraint, as evidenced by his
signature on the initiatives, was intended to win approval from the public. In the same way
that a cheque must have a signature, the public became more convinced about the legitimacy
of such borrowing and spending and the use of golden rules resulted in gaining a second
landslide election victory. However, Blair was not the first Labour leader to bring in such
measures. In 1997, the conservative government had already implemented modified versions
of the golden rule. This shows that although Blair appeared to be introducing new,
groundbreaking fiscal responsibility policies, in reality, he was building on what was already
in place.

At the end of Major's administration, public debt was reduced from 42% to 35% of
GDP when Blair left power in 2007. Public spending and borrowing increased during Blair's
initial years in power until 1999, after which public borrowing steadily declined until 2006.
Blair's government borrowed less than previous administrations, thanks to stringent
borrowing regulations outlined in the Code for Fiscal Stability by Chancellor Gordon Brown
in 1998. The code aimed to enhance economic security by ensuring transparency in fiscal
predictions and targets, enabling effective fiscal management. Blair's Third Way politics
combined government-led communal action with sound monetary policies to achieve societal
goals while maintaining fiscal stability (Emmerson et al.)

3.3.2. Independence of the Bank of England 1997

King points out that Tony Blair, granted the Bank of England functional autonomy in

setting interest rates, surprising both BoE and Treasury Department staff. Chancellor Gordon
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Brown announced the move shortly after the election, prompting positive reactions in finance
and media. The London stock market reached a new high, the pound sterling rose, and UK
sovereign bond interest rates fell. The decision was significant as a Labour party traditionally
aligned with worker interests, rather than the usual supporters of monetary stability made it.
This move favored cost stability over employment growth.

A number of issues shaped the Bank of England's restructuring. It was not an outcome
of interest group lobbying or direct pressure from foreign financial markets. Instead, the
Labour Chancellor was influenced by academic theories presented by his economic advisor
and pushed by a global network of monetary specialists. lan Mcctalf, External MPC Member
has argued in a speech entitled “Twenty years of Bank of England independence: the
evolution of monetary policy”:

I believe that the decision to grant independence to the Bank of England, and the era of

low and stable inflation that it helped cement, was one of the most successful

institutional reforms to economic policy in my professional lifetime. The inflation-
targeting framework, buttressed by operational independence, has worked well. In
addition, independence, and the credibility that it has engendered, have allowed
monetary policy to adapt successfully to the dramatic challenges of the last twenty years,
developing innovative policy tools in response (2).
3.3.3. Introduction of the National Minimum Wage Act 1998

Metcalf noted that the Labour Party's promise in the 1992 election led to the Minimum
Wage Act of 1998, setting a £3.60 hourly wage for those 22 and older, and £3 for 18 to 21-
year-olds. The law ensured equal wages regardless of location, allowed workers to reclaim
any underpaid wages, and penalized companies breaking the rules. The Low Pay Commission
oversaw enforcement, shifting away from prior neoliberal policies towards pro-worker "Third

Way" strategies. This marked a shift towards protecting workers and promoting social justice,
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with the Commission pioneering a collaborative approach involving the government,
businesses, and employees in establishing fair pay standards (“The British National Minimum
Wage”).

By shifting practical problems involving the minimum wage to the Low Pay
Commission, potentially problematic trade union actions in campaigning for higher minimum
wages were curtailed. The Low Pay Commission also proclaimed a platform for government
authorities to make numerous alterations to working tax credits. In this respect, government
bodies can adopt guidelines and allocate funds to provide financial aid to persons earning
modest salaries. It was decided to form a Low Pay Commission consisting of three employer
representatives, three labour representatives, and three independent members (Metcalf, “The
Low Pay Commission and the National Minimum Wage”).

George Bain's appointment as Chairman of the Institute for Administration National
Minimum Wage Policy Reunion was crucial for the Commission's success, despite
government disputes. Independents had power to influence discussions by threatening to align
with the opposing group, but the leader to ensure the Commission’s survival and prevent the
Treasury from making the final decision emphasized unity. Geoffrey Norris stated that the
NMW is “An enormous advantage in terms of getting on and implementing it. And I think
that’s a very important policy lesson” (“The Introduction of the National Minimum Wage”
64).

3.3.4. The Introduction of Crime Reduction Initiatives

The Local Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships (CDRPs) were set up in 1998
in compliance with the Crime Reduction Act. Partnership legislation noted that an array of
agencies operating in accord for felony abatement would be more efficient rather than to be
the duty of a single institution, for instance the police. By law, each CDRP is required to

include the Metropolitan Police Authority (MPA), Metropolitan Police Service (MPS), local
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governments, Health Care trusts, London Fire Brigade, and Probation Services. It might also
impose additional procedures along with companies to eradicate chaos at the local level like
parenting orders, and anti-social behaviour orders. Anti-Social Behaviour Orders (ASBOs) for
"problem families™ designated as the central source of illicit activity, widened stop-and-search
enforcement, more police on the streets, and tougher penalties for gang-related violent
felonies (MPA: Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships).

These programs caused a significant decline in the crime velocity, it decreased by 44%
from 1997 to 2007, marking Blair as the first Prime Minister in British history to have
jurisdiction over a fall in crimes recorded since the end of the war (Caminsky). Blair stressed
in the party’s conference held in 1995 that the new labour party is the government of law and
order so “Sweep away the dogma - tough on crime, tough on the causes of crime...a
crackdown on those who make life hell in their local neighbourhoods through noise or
disturbance” (“Tony Blair Is Tough on Crime”).

Public order offenses, racial and religious severe violations, and offenses comprising
household burglaries portrayed chief crimes classifications. Youth offending teams (YOTSs)
served as link connecting young offenders and their journey to a brighter future. Their
ultimate value is to meet the particular demands of teenagers aged 10-17 who engaged in
atrocities. They work as multidisciplinary groups, gathering a range of expertise to tackle the
complex matter of juvenile offenders. Psychologists and psychiatrists tried tirelessly to solve
the mental, psychic, emotional and social problems of the adolescents; additionally they were
motivated to take part from the voluntary activities to integrate again in the society. “Our
vision is that every child and young person lives a safe and crime-free Life and makes a

positive contribution to society” (Youth Offending Teams 7).
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3.3.5. Immigration and Asylum Policies
Somerville stressed that the Immigration and Asylum Act of 1999 aimed to deter

illegal immigration and streamline the asylum process, with a focus on distinguishing between
migration and asylum. While EU countries welcome political asylum seekers, critics argue
that refugees often come from countries not geographically close to the UK. The Race
Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 and Human Rights Act 1998 promoted racial equality and
justice in governance, signaling a shift towards prioritizing integration. Border security has
been a key priority, with increased funding for technology like fingerprints and biometrics to
monitor individuals entering and leaving the country. The Blair administration took steps to
reduce the number of asylum seekers, including tightening border controls, increasing carrier
fees, and restricting social services. Overall, there has been a move towards a more restrictive
immigration policy, aligning with EU standards while also implementing additional measures
to deter asylum seekers.
3.4. Critiques Surrounding the Third Way Politics

The strategy of the Third Way Legacy, advocated by prominent individuals like Tony
Blair in the United Kingdom and Bill Clinton in the United States, sought to address the
conflicts between capitalism and socialism by promoting both economic development and
social welfare. Nevertheless, the Third Way has encountered substantial backlash from
different sources due to issues regarding its lack of clarity, its apparent departure from
fundamental leftist beliefs, and its association with neoliberal economic approaches.

Peter Hand in his article “Why Being Third Isn't Good Enough: A Critique of the Third
Way” accused the Third Way of lacking clear vision of Britain. Hand portrays Blair as having
autocratic tendencies to push through his agenda at all costs, and doing things "his way"

without checks and balances. As an illustration, the former liberal democrats’ leader Mr
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Ashdown and his friends were brought into policymaking to muzzle liberal opposition voices,
as they could no longer freely criticize policies they were now involved in formulating.

On the other hand, Morrison argued in his research “New labour citizenship discourse
and the New Deal” that the Third Way is a genuine endeavour to reshape the attitudes of the
Brits to upgrade their living standards. The intention was to compel citizens to assume greater
personal accountability to succeed in today's digital economy, while decreasing the load on
the central government. Neo-Marxist ideas introduce an extra assertive stance for the Middle
path. Therefore, the Third Way not merely validates but also aggressively confirms, and
advances neoliberal supremacy. Likewise, tied up in Centre-Left terminology, the third
approach has the potential to extend the capital authority in manner that neoliberals would not
accept. Examples of this include the private sector's participation in government operations
and costs of education (gtd. in Hale et al. 189).

Kris McCracken in his research paper titled “Third Way post ideology or politics as
usual?” advocated that Democracy feed on the presentation of distinct voices in the making of
decisions. The professionalization of politics, which suppresses variation, may harm the
republic's heterogeneous structure and make it difficult for various constituencies to take part
effectively in defining policies and government. In simple words, the reliance of Blair’s
centrist approach on the mind-sets of a tiny expertise coalition led to a divide between
legislators and the public as a whole.

3.5. The Influence of the Third Way Legacy on Contemporary British Politics

While the Third Way garnered significant success in elections and implemented
crucial policy changes, its influence on current British politics has been intricate and diverse.
The emphasis on economic growth, social inclusion, and modernization by the Third Way has
had a long-lasting impact on the political scene, shaping subsequent administrations and

framing discussions on important topics like education, healthcare, and economic strategies.
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However, critics have pointed out that the Third Way's approach has strayed from traditional
leftist values, aligned with neoliberal economic principles, and maintained an uncertain
position on social welfare and economic oversight.

Illustrated by initiatives such as the National Minimum Wage and bigger investments
in public services throughout David Cameron's tenure pursuing triangulating conservatism,
trying to narrow the gap among traditional conservative views and the Third Way's
progressive programs. He aimed at creating an inclusive rhetoric that skipped old political
breaking paths, just as Blair achieved for New Labour party. The Conservative Party has
begun to work towards integrating accountability for society into its electoral promise, which
matches with the Third Way's belief in social justice. This has been noticed in domains such
as psychological treatment and the running of programs designed for decreasing hardship and
cultivating participation in society (“From Heir to Blair”).

Collier mentioned that Themes related to the drawbacks of globalization like, the rise
of populist movements as an instance the United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP)
and the Brexit Party, the decision to leave the EU, and shifts in voter preferences were
associated with perceiving the European Union as the origin of challenges. Many individuals
reassessed the efficacy of the Third Way in light of Brexit and the rise of populism. Populist
movements capitalized on the dissatisfaction of the public that was not addressed by the Third
Way, which prioritized internationalization and market-oriented reforms while overlooking
concerns of social justice. The Brexit referendum exposed divisions within the Labour Party,
underscoring a disconnect between the party's leadership, which aligned with the Third Way,
and its traditional working-class support base. The inability to connect with voters on issues
such as immigration and national identity contributed to Labour's decline in crucial regions.

McKenzie strongly believed that the 1997 Scottish devolution referendum, which led

to the creation of the Scottish Parliament, exemplified the Third Way approach. Prime
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Minister Blair saw the referendum as a way to gain approval for his devolution legislation
from the Scottish people. He believed devolution was the optimal solution for Scotland,
allowing for greater autonomy without having to choose between independence and the status
quo. The establishment of the Scottish Parliament gave Scots the power to address their own
issues, promoting democratic engagement and regional economic growth. This shift toward
decentralization also fueled nationalist movements, such as the Scottish National Party in
Scotland and Plaid Cymru in Wales. These parties sought greater sovereignty and challenged
traditional political powers. The rise of nationalist movements brought about a political
reordering in both Scotland and Wales, with these factions playing a more influential role in
shaping legislative agendas.

Talshir stressed that Blair's centrist approach redefined citizenship in British politics
by incorporating moral values of community, solidarity, and partnership. He promoted new
forms of social organization and acknowledged marginalized groups such as women,
immigrants, and minorities. Blair's government empowered these groups to participate in
decision-making processes, leading to a stronger sense of unity and collaboration in the UK.
This shift towards recognition and inclusivity marked a departure from traditional left-wing
ideologies that focused solely on workplace dynamics.

Civil society, the network of British citizens, or the community of communities,
matters to his philosophy. “Progressive values - opening up opportunity not for a privileged
few but for everyone to make the most of themselves, to reward and help not just the elite at

the top but the hard working families...” (“Full text: Tony Blair”).
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Conclusion

This dissertation examines the nature of the connection established between two
political streams that carry different philosophies, which are Thatcherism, and Blairism. The
conservative beliefs of Margaret Thatcher during the 1980s led to a notable ideological
transformation within the Labour Party. During Tony Blair's tenure in the 1990s, Labour
predominantly adopted the centrist approach known as the "Third Way" that compromised a
balanced blend among Thatcherite neoliberal economics and reformed old left values.
Nevertheless, the perceived success of Thatcherism compelled Labour to readjust towards the
centre following nearly twenty years in opposition to the Conservatives.

Tony Blair's approach to governance differed significantly from previous Labour Party
leaders in several key aspects for example he marked a significant shift towards
modernization and centrality within the Labour Party. He rebranded the party as "New
Labour" to distance it from traditional socialist ideologies. This included abandoning Clause
IV, the party's commitment to the nationalization of industry, and emphasizing a commitment
to the free market and the European Union. Blair's leadership style was characterized by a
ruthless insistence on unity and discipline within the party, contrasting sharply with the
internal divisions and chaos that had plagued the Labour Party in the 1980s. He projected a
modern, dynamic image of Britain and was adept at using the media to his advantage,
contributing to Labour's electoral success. Moreover, Blair's leadership style was
characterized by a ruthless insistence on unity and discipline within the party, contrasting
sharply with the internal divisions and chaos that had plagued the Labour Party in the 1980s.
He projected a modern, dynamic image of Britain and was adept at using the media to his
advantage, contributing to Labour's electoral success.

Tony Blair's government successfully established a new political centre ground by

blending elements of left wing and right wing ideologies, influencing the Conservative Party
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to shift towards the centre, and implementing policies that appealed to a broad spectrum of
voters. This shift was partly driven by the need to compete with New Labour's appeal to
centrists and moderates. David Cameron, for instance, pursued a triangulating conservatism
that attempted to bridge the gap between traditional conservative views and the progressive
programmes associated with the Third Way. Initiatives such as the introduction of the
National Minimum Wage and increased investments in public services were emblematic of
Blair's attempt to balance economic growth with social welfare. These policies appealed to a
wide range of voters, including those traditionally aligned with the left and right, thereby
reinforcing the notion of a new political centre ground.

The media and public opinion played crucial roles in shaping the reception of the
Third Way among voters in Britain. The media's portrayal of the Third Way and its policies
significantly influenced public perceptions, while public opinion, in turn, shaped the political
narrative and the electoral outcomes. Media outlets played a critical role in framing the Third
Way's policies and the New Labour government's actions. Positive coverage of the Third
Way's innovations and achievements helped to legitimize its centrist approach and policies,
while negative portrayals could undermine public trust. The media's role in highlighting or
downplaying the news value of Third Way policies meant that the success of party press
releases was contingent on both the alignment with the media outlet's readership and the
novelty or controversy of the message. Public opinion was highly responsive to the media's
portrayal of the Third Way. Voters' perceptions of the Third Way were influenced by how the
media framed its policies and achievements. For instance, the media's emphasis on the
economic stability and social inclusivity achieved under the Third Way likely contributed to
the Labour Party's electoral success. Conversely, negative media coverage could lead to

scepticism or outright rejection of the Third Way's policies.
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This work shows that the Third Way Legacy can best be represented as a balanced
fusion of the modernised socialists and Thatcherite economic values. Third Way advocates
typically endorse collaborations between the public and private sectors, a commitment to
fiscal restraint, the integration of equal opportunities with individual accountability, the
enhancement of human and social resources, and protecting of the- environment. These
strategies demonstrate a fusion of Blair's social democratic principles with Thatcher's
practical economic approach. Moreover, it is true that the Third Way Legacy has satisfactory
impacts on the political arena of the UK, yet to a considerable extent, it did not come up with
like great revolutionary results. One of the most attractive endings behind the implementation

of this approach is that it was able to redirect the ideology of the right wing.
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