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Abstract:

This study aims to interpret the interconnected relationship between
the ongoing Libyan conflict and the dynamics of regional and international
power struggles. Since 2011, Libya has been engulfed in an internal armed
conflict that initially began as domestic protests in response to the impacts of
the Arab Spring uprisings. These protests quickly escalated into a military
conflict due to the regime's repressive measures against protesters and its
preference for a security approach to confront the uprisings. With the
organization and arming of local militias to defend the protests, the security,
political, and social situation deteriorated, leading to increased violence
between militias and the regime.

By 2014, the Libyan conflict increasingly and rapidly shifted towards
proxy war dynamics, as the interests of various local actors became entangled
and conflicted. These actors split into two main camps: the Government of
National Accord, supported by Turkey and Qatar, and the Libyan National
Army led by retired General Khalifa Haftar, supported by a Saudi-Emirati-
Egyptian coalition, as well as Russia and France. These interlinked policies
were dominated by geopolitical calculations aimed at controlling resources
and power, leading to new security challenges that complicated conflict
resolution and state-building in Libya, such as the proliferation of weapons,

terrorist groups, and increased levels of migration.

Keywords: Libyan conflict, interlinking policies, Government of National
Accord, Libyan National Army, Haftar.
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Smugglers’ Nets

Thousands of undocumented
migrants from East and West

ITALY ~ Eastern routes
wp Western routes

Africa are trafficked across the LAMPEDUSA MALTA
Sahara to Libya, before heading m" _
out on boats to Europe. In 2014, eeeTripol Mediterrancan Sea
approximately 170,600 migrants o Benghazi
departed Libyan ports.
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MNote: Routes are approximate.
Source: staff raporting THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

SOURCE: MARGARET COKER, Libya’s ‘Masked Men’ Hunt Human Smugglers. The wall street
ournal, Oct /12/2015. http://www.wsj.com/articles/libyas-masked-men-hunt-human-smugglers-1444697206
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