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Abstract:

Religious sanctities are the spiritual and human value that the group is
attached to as it is practiced in holy places, and its religious value is
highlighted when it rises above all its affairs.

However, violating them is considered a crime punishable by law, and
the international community has taken measures and mechanisms to protect
these sanctities, which fall within the sacred religious sites, by adopting a
penal measure for anyone who violates this, whether organizations or
individuals.

As it falls within the global human heritage that enjoys international
protection, especially in times of wars and conflicts that are used as pretexts
for its destruction, such as military targets or various illegal pretexts, which
represents a crime against humanity.

This is what we discussed in studying the issue of protecting religious
sanctities in international law, and we relied on the descriptive and analytical
approach for all contents:

v The Hague Convention of 1954

v' The 1998 Statute of the International Criminal Court

v All additional appendices

It was based on a problem that mainly represents the effectiveness of the
rules of international law in protecting religious sanctities.

We concluded the absence of a clear and precise definition of sacred religious
places, whether in international legal texts such as international agreements
and treaties.

The problem of determining the legal nature of religious sanctities, holy
places. Although they can be considered specifically cultural property, this
classification is not accurate due to the specificity of these religious places
due to their connection to religion and religious beliefs.

The absence of international legal punishment that guarantees
accountability for perpetrators of violations against these sanctities, without
forgetting the inability of international organizations concerned with the
protection of cultural property to oblige parties to implement the decisions
issued by them, and the examples are many.



