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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the comprehensive mechanisms, formulations, and
persuasive techniques used, extracting the cognitive and emotional appeals embedded in
the content of selected advertising materials. These materials were analysed using a
comprehensive survey method, comprising 46 advertisements, and particular attention
was paid to their distinctiveness due to their timing during Ramadan drama broadcasts. We
investigated the criteria advertisers use to construct their messages, varying by nature and
type. Within the framework of our descriptive research, we relied on a survey
methodology and content analysis as tools to collect, describe, and analyse the various
explicit and implicit aspects and structures related to the advertisements studied. These
were recorded during the daily airing of the Ramadan drama series "When the Days
Wound Us" broadcast on the first national television channel, specifically from 20:45 to
21:30 throughout Ramadan 2022. The theoretical approach employed was "Symbolic
Interactionism,” given the rich symbolic and meaningful content within the
advertisements, which predominantly played persuasive roles requiring detailed
deconstruction and simplification of their functional and expressive meanings. The
findings are summarized as follows:

— A diversity of emotional appeals such as desire for food and drink, satisfaction and self-
actualization, comfort with minimal effort, parenthood, fear and guilt, and sexual
attractiveness, and cognitive appeals including product trial and usage, product fame
and status, health and hygiene, knowledge and skill development, informational content,
competitive advantage, cost-saving and economic aspects, and product-related features.

— The persuasive advertising messages took various forms: light-hearted, descriptive,
motivational, comparative, narrative, informational, and testimonial.

— The majority of the advertising messages were strategically broadcast before the start of
the Ramadan drama series "When the Days Wound Us" to ensure viewership from the
beginning to the end without allowing viewers the opportunity to change the channel.

— The prevalence of ordinary acting characters in modest attire in the advertisements
enhanced the sanctity of Ramadan as a period designated for their presentation and also
reflected respect for the viewers’ references and tastes during the fasting period.

— The advertisements reinforced a set of targeted and appropriate values for the viewers,
encouraging them to adopt these values in changing or adjusting their behaviours or in
making purchasing decisions regarding the advertised goods and services. These values
varied across individual, psychological, familial, economic, religious, and social
dimensions.

Keywords: Persuasive Techniques, Advertising Message, Ramadan Drama, Algerian
Public Television.
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