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Abstract:

The zawiyas and wagqfs constituted a fundamental pillar of the social and religious structure in
Algeria before the French occupation in 1830. They played a central role in spreading reli-
gious education, consolidating Islamic identity, supporting vulnerable social classes, and man-
aging social life through extensive networks of endowments. When France occupied Algeria,
it quickly realized that these institutions represented a structural force in society and a spir-
itual and material depth that could challenge its colonial project. Therefore, the colonial ad-
ministration adopted a comprehensive legislative policy aimed at weakening the zawiyas and
dismantling the wagf system, starting with the confiscation of their properties, subjecting
them to the control of the colonial state, and ending with the redistribution of wagf lands in
favor of the settlers.

Keywords: Zawiyas — Waqf system — Property confiscation — Endowments.
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