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Abstract:

This study aimed to explore the transformations in social perceptions of divorce among married women
over time, considering these perceptions as one of the key factors explaining the spread of this
phenomenon in contemporary Algerian society. A descriptive-analytical approach was adopted, and semi-
structured interviews were conducted with a research sample of twelve married women from the state of
Biskra. The data were analyzed using content analysis techniques.

The findings revealed that social perceptions of divorce have evolved from being a “social stigma”
associated with fear of shame and dishonor, to being viewed as a “value dilemma” constrained by
hesitation and moral considerations, and ultimately to being recognized as a “legal right and rational
choice” that women can exercise to rebuild their lives. The study further showed that factors such as socio-
economic transformations, the development of the legal framework, the decline of traditional religious
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authority, the rise of individualistic values, and the expansion of media and technology collectively
contributed to reshaping the meanings of divorce across different generations of women.

The study concludes that shifting social perceptions constitute a crucial entry point for understanding the
rising divorce rates, as divorce is no longer perceived as a tragic destiny but rather as a legitimate
mechanism for addressing marital difficulties—reflecting the trajectory of modernization and value
transformation in Algerian society.

Keywords: Divorce, social representation, married women.
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