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The Role of Social Institutions in Addressing Divorce
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Abstract

This research addresses the role of social institutions in confronting the phenomenon of
divorce, which is considered one of the most pressing challenges threatening the cohesion of
the Algerian family and the stability of society as a whole. Divorce is no longer merely an
individual decision confined to the couple; rather, it has become a worrying social phenomenon
with psychological, educational, and economic repercussions affecting different segments of
society. At the forefront are children, who suffer from emotional and educational fragility,
followed by the extended family that is impacted by the rupture of ties, and ultimately society,
which witnesses a decline in solidarity and the weakening of values of mutual support. In the
face of these transformations, the urgent need arises for the intervention of multiple social
institutions—religious, legal, educational, media-related, and associative—to play preventive
and remedial roles aimed at family education, raising awareness of rights and duties, activating
mechanisms of mediation and reconciliation, and providing psychological, social, and
economic support for victims and those affected.

From this perspective, the research raises a central question: how can these institutions
contribute to addressing the growing phenomenon of divorce, and to what extent are they
capable of adapting to current social transformations in order to mitigate its negative
repercussions on the social fabric? To answer this question, the study adopts a descriptive-
analytical method supported by fieldwork that aims to identify the reality of the roles of social
institutions and their limits in addressing this phenomenon within Algerian society.
Keywords: Divorce, Social Institutions, Disintegration.
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