(Jglely calamall) gyl 3l aoizell 3 GMMaTl 8yalls : alogll Arkell

. K;W‘ S)Lﬁl-l-ﬂ‘

) AlEpa : lllly and)
T alae Micd : Agalall dayall
glaia¥l als el Ganadll
iia gl pele daala cdaalall
Sial : Adgal
0661830403 : —ilgd

merghad zineb(@univ-khenchela dz

Sidda yals rouallly ady)
I el Jad : dgalad dq)all
L :palnl) Qauadll
Al g puke Anala sAaalall
Sad : Apad
0656629605 : ity

Ty (IR

moufida anser@univ-khenchela.dz

‘3 é)ﬁa.” BJ.AUAJ ‘éu\-@-ﬁ‘ ‘3 w| QLw.wj.oJ\ )3.)103 péj s ol 0958

ESSEIFINESY

oo Apaeioel| Ol gal] &gy ) dlaladl anlyig GMaI) AUs luad) (lgie

3yall Jf delezed!

1 (It 5 cilpasill) s il 3ol aainall 3 G5l 5 jalla ;b sl il



Abstract

In recent years, Algeria has witnessed a
noticeable rise in divorce rates, prompting
sociological inquiry into the underlying causes
of this phenomenon. This paper seeks to explore
divorce through a sociological lens focused on
the decline of the symbolic authority of
traditional social institutions such as the family,
school, mosque, and media. With rapid socio-
cultural transformations, these institutions have
lost much of their capacity to influence
individuals and guide social behavior, paving
the way for growing individualism and the
erosion of collective moral regulation.

The paper examines how this institutional
decline has weakened marriage as a symbolic
and cultural contract rooted in solidarity,
reducing it to a personal, fragile relationship
easily terminated upon conflict. The analysis
further highlights the erosion of the extended
family's role, the loss of the school’s moral
mission, the diminished influence of the
mosque, and the dominance of superficial media
narratives. It also sheds light on the emergence
of the digital space as a new symbolic authority
shaping individual values.

The paper draws on the theoretical frameworks
of Pierre Bourdieu, Emile Durkheim, and
Anthony Giddens to understand these dynamics.
It concludes that restoring family stability in
Algerian society requires a renewal of
institutional discourse and a reinforcement of
symbolic regulation functions to counteract
the challenges of rising individualism and
value fragmentation.

Keywords:

Divorce, symbolic authority, social
institutions, individualism, family, mosque,
media, Algerian society.
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