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This research, entitled ""The Semiotics of Character in the Novel ”Aoudhou
Bellah” by the Algerian Writer Said Boutadjine", examines the character in the novel
through the lens of Philippe Hamon's theory, which considers the character not as a
real entity but as a linguistic sign composed of a signifier and a signified, gradually
constructed through the act of reading.

The study stems from a central question: How does the character manifest itself
within the novel? This question branches out into sub-questions related to the concept
of character, its development, types, functions, and meanings within the text. The
research adopts the semiotic approach for both study and analysis and is structured into
two main chapters:

o A theoretical chapter that explores the concept of character in both Arabic and
Western critical traditions.

« Anapplied chapter that analyzes the characters of the novel according to Philippe
Hamon's methodology.

The study reveals a variety of character types within the novel, including referential
characters (religious, scientific, social, and symbolic), as well as indexical and
repetitive characters. All these characters are integrated within a network of traits and
behaviors that grant them multiple layers of meaning.

o The results also demonstrate that the character in the novel is not merely a
fictional being, but a semantic structure that symbolizes deeper issues such as
identity, political conflict, and more.

o The semiotic method has proven its efficiency and success in deconstructing this
structure and uncovering its symbolic diversity by tracing the signifier and
signified of the characters.

The research concludes with a recommendation to broaden the use of this
approach in analyzing the relationship between characters and other narrative
components such as space and time, or to employ other complementary approaches for
character analysis.

As for the difficulties encountered in accomplishing this work, they included the

challenge of balancing academic research with professional life and the long hiatus from
the field of literary analysis..
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