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Abstract

This thesis examines the role of myth as a symbolic and
aesthetic element deeply embedded in contemporary Algerian
poetry. The myth 1s defined as a poetic narrative with
religious and existential dimensions, reflecting the early
human's knowledge, values, and meditations, presented in a
rhythmic and musical form to provoke emotions and cleanse
the mind. The research employs mythological criticism also
referred to as the archetypal or totemic approach which draws
on religious studies, anthropology, archaeology, and
psychoanalysis. It focuses on three main concepts:
manifestation, adaptability, and radiance, which help interpret
the mythical presence in literary texts. By analyzing the
different types and functions of myth ritual, cosmogonic,
explanatory, and symbolic. The study investigates how
Algerian poets reframe mythological figures such as Venus,
Prometheus, Adonis, and Sinbad to express existential

anxiety, the quest for freedom, and cultural identity.
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