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Abstract:

This study undertakes a detailed analysis of the phonetic
terminology found in Ibn Jinn1’s Sirr Sina‘at al-I'rab¢ employing
modern phonetic concepts to illuminate the structural
sophistication underlying his phonetic descriptions and
classifications. The research reveals Ibn JinnT’s profound
understanding of speech sounds¢ extending beyond the mere
articulation of phonemes and their acoustic properties to
encompass the functional roles sounds play in Arabic grammar
and morphology« reflecting a holistic linguistic perspective that
interlinks sound¢« meaning¢ and syntactic function.

Through a meticulous examination of key phonetic terms
such as emphatic (istila’)¢ non-emphatic (istifal)¢ nasalization
(ghunnah)¢ and gemination (shiddah)« the study reinterprets Ibn
JinnT’s terminology against the backdrop of contemporary
phonological constructs like phonemes and distinctive features¢
highlighting his pioneering role in articulating distinctions
essential to phonological analysis. The analysis further
demonstrates that Ibn Jinni’s methodology was grounded in
empirical observation and linguistic insight¢ enabling him to
develop an integrated phonetic framework essential for
understanding Arabic grammatical inflection and phonological
alternations.

The findings underscore Ibn Jinn1’s substantial contribution
to the foundational stages of Arabic phonetics¢ revealing
remarkable congruence between his terminological system and
modern phonetic precision and functionality. This calls for a re-
engagement with his work through the tools of contemporary
linguistics¢ fostering a fruitful dialogue between classical Arabic
linguistic heritage and modern phonetic science. Consequently«
this study bridges a critical gap¢ offering a deeper understanding
of the origins and evolution of Arabic phonetics and its continued
relevance in linguistic scholarship.
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