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This dissertation examines the socio-political reality of Eastern Christians
between the 2nd and 7th centuries AH (8th—13th centuries AD) by analyzing
their relationships with the Islamic state and the Crusader principalities. It
explores their political, social, and religious interactions within these different
governing systems. The study highlights the sectarian diversity of Eastern
Christians, who were divided into several major groups, including the Syrians
(Nestorians and Jacobites), Greek Orthodox Melkites, Maronites, Armenians, and
Copts. These sects had distinct ethno-geographical characteristics that influenced

their level of involvement in political and social affairs during this period.

Before the Crusades, Eastern Christians lived under the Islamic state within the
framework of the dhimma contract, which granted them legal protection and
specific religious rights but also imposed certain restrictions, such as the jizya tax
and social discrimination. Nevertheless, they played a significant role in political
and economic life, with Christian figures excelling in administration, medicine,
and trade. However, this period also witnessed political turmoil that aftected the
status of Christians, especially with changes in rulers and internal conflicts.
Additionally, interactions between Eastern and Western churches preceded the
Crusades. The Armenians, for instance, had established ties with the Latin Papacy
before 1098 AD, while the Greek Orthodox sought Western Catholic support,

paving the way for Crusader intervention.

With the launch of the First Crusade, Eastern Christian sects held varying
positions regarding the Latin invasion. While the Greek Orthodox resisted the
Crusaders’ presence in Jerusalem, some Syriac sects took a more lenient stance,
hoping for better conditions under Latin rule. Likewise, some Armenians
welcomed the Crusaders and provided them with military and logistical support,
whereas the Copts remained more reserved due to their strong ties to the ruling

Fatimid state in Egypt.

262



Under Crusader rule, Eastern Christians became involved in political and military
institutions. They gained administrative and judicial positions through political
intermarriage and contributed to the Crusader military, particularly the
Armenians and Maronites. The Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia experienced a
unique form of semi-autonomous rule under Latin influence, initially allying with
the Crusaders before later engaging in conflicts with the Mamluks and Mongols,
affecting its stability. As tensions between Islamic and Crusader forces escalated,
some local Christians revolted against their Crusader rulers in an attempt to

restore their traditional influence.

On the other hand, Eastern Christians continued to play a role in Islamic
governance during this period, particularly in Iraq, the Levant, and Egypt, where
they were active in administration and the economy. Some Christian groups also
allied with Muslims against the Crusaders, such as the Syriacs who supported the
Zengids and Saladin, contributing to the recapture of Jerusalem in 1187 AD.
Conversely, certain Christian factions collaborated with foreign powers, such as
Armenian attempts to rebel against Zengi or the Nestorians’ alliance with the

Mongols, leading to internal tensions within Islamic societies.

Socially, the study explores the daily lives of Eastern Christians under Crusader
rule, highlighting their integration into the new system while maintaining their
religious and social traditions. This is evident in their religious celebrations,
mourning rituals, and shared lifestyle with the Latins in terms of food, clothing,
and architecture. The period also witnessed interactions between Eastern
churches and the Latin authorities, with the Crusaders attempting to impose
Catholicism on some sects. While the Maronite Church embraced this shift, the

Armenian and Syriac Churches resisted Catholic influence.

Under Islamic rule, Christian communities experienced varying degrees of
religious freedom. They were allowed to practice their rituals and build churches

at times, while at other times, they faced restrictions such as the imposition of
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distinctive dress codes, the jizya tax, and church demolitions. Despite these
challenges, Eastern Christians continued to contribute to society, particularly in
medicine, where Christian doctors played a prominent role in Iraq, the Levant,

and Egypt.

Opverall, this dissertation highlights the complexity of Eastern Christians’ political
and social realities during this period. Their stances fluctuated between allegiance
to Muslim or Crusader rulers, forming alliances, or engaging in revolts based on
political circumstances and sectarian interests. The study underscores the
significance of Eastern Christians as key players in the medieval Islamic and
Crusader history, making their role essential to understanding the broader

historical developments of the region.
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