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Abstract

This research addresses the issue of inheritance protection in Algerian legislation,
considering the estate as an independent financial entity that devolves to the heirs upon the
death of the deceased. It is subject to a set of legal provisions aimed at ensuring the stability
of rights and avoiding disputes. The study explores the rules governing dispositions affecting
the estate, most notably wills, which are subject to formal and substantive restrictions—such
as the limitation of bequests to one-third of the estate, the prohibition of bequeathing to an
heir unless approved by the other heirs, and the requirement of acceptance by the legatee after
the death of the testator. Cases of will nullification are also analyzed, and protection is
extended to concealed dispositions, particularly those made during a terminal illness, which
are treated as wills when they involve a gratuitous element. The study further examines
common fraudulent practices, such as the transfer of property to an heir while the testator
retains the right of use or possession for life—acts considered hidden wills under Article 777
of the Civil Code.

As for criminal protection, the research analyzes the elements of crimes involving the
misappropriation of estate assets, including the criminal conduct, the legal provision that
criminalizes the act, and the presence of criminal intent. Procedural aspects related to
reporting, the legal status of informants, and methods of proof are also discussed, in addition
to applicable penalties.

The study concludes that the protection of the estate is based on both preventive and
punitive rules derived from Islamic law and positive law, to ensure fair distribution of rights
and safeguard the estate from infringement.



