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Abstract:

A trade name is a verbal sign selected by a merchant to distinguish their
commercial establishment from competing businesses in the market. It is also
used to sign business documents and can be adopted as a trademark, provided it
meets the conditions set forth in Ordinance No. 03-06 on trademarks.

The Algerian legislator grants a certain degree of freedom in choosing a
trade name for sole proprietorships. The name may consist of the merchant’s
personal name or invented designation, provided it is original and does not
violate public order or public morality.

Upon completion of the registration procedures before the National Center
for the Commercial Register, the merchant obtains the exclusive right to use the
trade name, and it is protected from imitation or unauthorized use that may harm
their commercial reputation, unless the name is removed from the register.
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This protection includes civil remedies through an unfair competition lawsuit
under the general rules of civil law, as well as criminal protection in accordance
with Law No.04-02.

The purpose of this legal protection is to foster the growth of Commercial
practices. It also protects consumers from confusion or deception caused by
similar or misleading trade names.

Furthermore, trade names enjoy international protection under the Paris
Convention of 1883 in all states of the Union upon use. This protection was
reaffirmed by the TRIPS Agreement of 1994, which obligates all World Trade
Organization (WTQO) members to provide legal protection for trade names.
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