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Abstract :

The principle of universal jurisdiction represents a regional exception within
international law. It is a revolutionary concept based on the idea of safeguarding
the shared values and interests of the international community, irrespective of
the national or territorial affiliations of the parties involved. Under this
principle, individuals can be prosecuted and tried before national courts without
regard to the nationality of the victims or perpetrators, or the location where the
crime was committed, provided that the acts in question fall under the category
of serious international crimes as defined by relevant international conventions.

This principle reflects an advanced stage in the development of the
international legal order, aspiring to establish a global legal system in which
impunity is not tolerated, except through legitimate and clearly defined
mechanisms. In this context, universal jurisdiction constitutes an expansion of
the concept of international public order and reframes the relationship between
international criminal policy and the protection of universal values particularly
in cases where prosecution is hindered by legal barriers such as immunity or
the unwillingness or inability of national jurisdictions to act.

From a different perspective, this principle translates the absence of a unified
international judiciary into an essential and effective mechanism for upholding
the rule of international law and ensuring accountability for perpetrators of
international crimes. It serves as a genuine legal tool to confront contemporary
international realities and challenges, transcending traditional legal doctrines
such as the principles of sovereignty and immunity, upon which classical
international legal systems were originally based.

Keywords: Principle of universal criminal jurisdiction - International crimes -
International agreements



