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Abstract:

The legislative amendment under Law No. 24/06 represents a
step toward establishing a criminal policy based on
reclassification (misdemeanorization) as a mechanism to
readjust the legal characterization of certain criminal acts. This
reflects the legislator’s intent to reduce penalties and broaden the
scope of alternative sanctions, in line with the principle of
individualized sentencing and the rationalization of punishment.
This amendment involves reclassifying certain felonies as
misdemeanors, which allows for simplified procedures and faster
case resolution, as well as easing the burden on judicial
authorities and rehabilitation institutions—without compromising
the requirements of deterrence and public order protection.

Despite the practical advantages of this policy, it raises legal
issues concerning its compatibility with the principle of legality in
criminal law, the rights of the defense, and the guarantees of a
fair trial. This necessitates the regulation of its application within
precise legal standards to ensure a balance between the
effectiveness of criminal justice and the respect to individuals’
constitutional safeguards.

Keywords :

Reclassification, felonies, imprisonment, detention, mitigating
circumstances, penalties.
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