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The reality of family values in Algerian society in the context of digital
transformation
Field study on some families in the city of Guelma

Summary:

Modern societies, including Algerian society, are witnessing profound
structural transformations in various social and cultural systems, driven by
rapid developments in digital communication and information technology.
Among the most notable of these transformations is the impact on the value
system within the Algerian family, which is considered the basic social unit for
transmitting cultural and value heritage across generations.

This study was based on the idea that, despite the cognitive and
communicative opportunities brought by digital transformation, it has
contributed to reshaping the value field within the Algerian family, leading to
the disruption of some symbolic and normative balances within it. Therefore, a
field study was conducted on a purposive sample of 120 heads of households in
the state of Guelma who engage with social media.

The study's results showed that family values have not disappeared but
rather undergone a process of reinterpretation in some aspects, while some
values like paternal authority or maternal centrality as a source of upbringing
have declined, new values related to freedom of expression within the family,
individualism, participation in digital public spaces, the widening generational
gap, and the emergence of what is known as "communicative disconnection”
within the family have emerged. Each individual now lives in their own digital
space, which has negatively impacted live and direct interaction. Additionally,
digital transformation has contributed to reshaping family members' roles and
creating new models of family interaction that are often characterized by
individualism and asynchronous communication, leading to the decline of some
traditional values and the emergence of others characterized by flexibility and
openness. However, these changes simultaneously threaten to disrupt social
bonds if not accompanied by appropriate social and cultural regulatory
mechanisms.

The study concludes that digital transformation in Algeria is not just a
technological leap, but also carries a profound cultural and social
transformation, necessitating a reevaluation of educational and media policies,
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and enhancing digital awareness within families, in order to maintain the
cohesion of the value system in line with the challenges of the digital age.

Keywords: values, family, family values, Algerian society, transformationFor
the digital
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