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Summary:

Between 1900 and 1912, Morocco became a focal point of imperialistic
rivalry between France and Germany. Both powers sought to expand their
influence over the region for strategic and economic reasons. This competition
transformed Morocco into a battleground for European powers, particularly
following the decline of Ottoman influence and increasing colonial pressures,
ultimately contributing significantly to the outbreak of World War I.

This escalating conflict stemmed from several key factors:

- Morocco's Strategic Location: Positioned at the confluence of the
Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, Morocco's geographical
importance made it a prime target for European powers. France viewed
Morocco as a natural extension of its North African colonies (Algeria and
Tunisia), while Germany aimed to challenge the Anglo-French colonial
dominance.

- Economic Motivations: Morocco's rich natural resources,
including minerals and agricultural land, along with promising commercial
investment opportunities, were highly coveted by European nations. France,
in particular, was determined to secure these resources. Germany, having



been slower to engage in colonial expansion, sought to establish a foothold
in Africa.

- European Diplomatic Rivalry: The broader European diplomatic
landscape also played a crucial role, with France, supported by Britain,
clashing with Germany, which sought to overcome its diplomatic isolation.

This intricate struggle unfolded in several distinct phases:
French Infiltration (1900-1905): France initiated its strategic manoeuvres
by entering into a secret agreement with Spain in 1900 to delineate spheres
of influence within Morocco.
Anglo-French Alliance (1904): The Entente Cordiale of 1904 solidified the
alliance between Britain and France. Under this agreement, Britain
recognized French interests in Morocco in exchange for French support for
British interests in Egypt.

Kaiser Wilhelm 11's Visit to Tangier (1905): In a direct challenge to French
influence, German Emperor Wilhelm Il visited Tangier in 1905, declaring
Morocco's independence. This act ignited the First Moroccan Crisis.
Algeciras Conference (1906): Convened to resolve the crisis, this
conference involved all major European powers, including Germany, aiming
to de-escalate tensions.
Second Moroccan Crisis (1911): Tensions flared again when France
occupied Fez in 1911 under the pretext of maintaining security, leading to
strong protests from Germany.
Franco-German Agreement (1911): To resolve the Second Moroccan
Crisis, Germany conceded its claims in Morocco in exchange for a portion
of the French Congo.
Treaty of Fez (March 1912): Sultan Abdelhafid was compelled to sign the
Treaty of Fez, formally establishing the French Protectorate over Morocco.
General Lyautey became the first French Resident-General. This treaty also
demarcated spheres of influence: France controlled central Morocco, Spain
gained control over the northern Rif region and the southern Sahara, and
Tangier was designated an international zone.

Keywords: French-German conflict, Colonial rivalry, Treaty of Fez,

Algeciras Agreement.



