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Abstract:

During the fifth and sixth centuries AH, the Islamic East witnessed major
transformations, including the Crusades, which were an episode of the conflict
between East and West in the Middle Ages, and the attempts of the European
West to colonize Arab-Islamic lands, directing its focus on Jerusalem, Its
occupation by Frankish forces during the First Crusade, 492 AH/1099 AD, was
a pivotal event in both Islamic and Christian history. It was not just a passing
occupation, but rather a deep settlement that sought to reshape the identity of the
Holy City. The Franks, coming from deep into Europe, presented a social,
political and religious structure that was different. Completely what was
prevalent in Jerusalem, this settlement was an expression of a Western
civilization al project that sought to impose its normative hegemony. This
settlement was also evident in the transformations of Torat over Jerusalem,
where Latin churches were established, and Islamic endowments were
transformed into Frankish fiefdoms and settlements.

These changes were not just formal modifications, but rather attempt to
consolidate the idea of "Crusader salvation" and Latin expansion into the heart
of Islamic geography, which reflects the Franks’ perceptions of Jerusalem as the
focus of their religious and political project.

Settlement was not just a religious imposition, but rather embodied the will of
political parties that wanted to impose a new colonial system on the heart of the
bright world. Although Frankish hegemony was relatively fleeting, it provided a
model in attempts to redraw the political map of the region, and it was
accompanied by Community cleansing policies and the removal of the
indigenous presence of local religious minorities.

Settlement was not limited to the military and political aspect, but rather
extended to include social and economic life, with the arrival of Frankish settlers
and their seizure of Jerusalem, changes in the city’s demographic composition,
and new social classes emerged.

Despite the dominance of the Frankish powers over pivotal points in the
city, the Islamic social fabric remained cohesive, led by religious scholars and
intellectuals who preserved the heritage memory and deep spiritual connection
to the city.

This era carries within it eloquent lessons about the doctrines of
settlement, the steadfastness of identities, and the importance of historical
memory .The Frankish experience in Jerusalem revealed the flexibility of the
Eastern identity and its ability to withstand external challenges, emphasizing
that Jerusalem, as a sacred space and a cultural centre, remains a point of
convergence and historical interaction. But in essence, it retains its original
Eastern specificity that was formed over centuries.
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