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Abstract
This thesis, entitled “The Environmental Crisis in the Philosophy of Arne
Naess”, presents an analytical and critical study of the thought of the
Norwegian philosopher Arne Neaess, founder of the Deep Ecology movement,
and one of the most prominent figures who redefined the relationship between
humans and nature from a philosophical and ethical perspective.
The study begins by analyzing key concepts related to the environment and
environmental awareness, and it traces the development of environmental
thought in ancient, medieval, modern, and contemporary philosophies, in order
to establish a theoretical foundation for understanding the underpinnings of
Deep Ecology.
The research then focuses on the philosophical and personal journey of Arne
Naess, examining the human and intellectual motivations behind his call to
respect nature for its intrinsic value, rather than as a mere means to human
ends. Central concepts in his philosophy are explored, such as self-realization,
the unity of life, and ecological wisdom, in addition to the eight core principles

he proposed as the foundation of Deep Ecology.
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The study concludes with a presentation of the main criticisms directed at
Naess’s philosophy and a reflective assessment of the relevance of his
contribution in light of today’s environmental transformations.

Keywords: Environmental Crisis — Deep Ecology — Arne Naess — Unity of Life

— Environmental Awareness — Environmental Philosophy — Ecological Wisdom

— Critique of Modernity.



