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Abstract

This thesis analyses the possibility of Saudi-Iranian international cooperation
under the security dilemma, based on a structural theoretical framework, the
security dilemma is a phenomenon or situation in which a State's attempt to increase
its security, out of fear and mutual suspicion, reduces the security of others.
Structural realism refers to international anarchy as a major interpretative variable
of the security dilemma, while structural realism recognizes its defense branches on
the possibility of cooperation under the security dilemma away from fraud and
offensive considerations that recognize the impossibility of cooperation under the
security dilemma because the latter is a complex phenomenon that encourages the
building of a competitive environment among States.

The features of the Persian Gulf region over the past two decades have
undergone substantial shifts affecting the balance of power in the region. After the
fall of Iraq, the balance of power remained limited in Saudi Arabia and Iran, as well
as in the United States, as a balance of power between them in the region. The study
examines the Saudi-Iranian interaction in the context of the security dilemma.
Saudi-Iranian relations have identified a range of structural variables that have
influenced the pattern of relations that have swung between cooperation and
competition.

In order to understand the Saudi-Iranian security dilemma and the possibility
of cooperation, it is necessary to address Saudi-Iranian foreign policies, analyze
Saudi-Iranian mutual defense and security strategies and verify regional threat
perceptions. The security situation in the region (various conflicts such as the crisis
in Syria and Yemen and the situation in Iraq, including proxy wars and Iran's
nuclear programme) has increased Saudi-Iranian strategic competition for influence
in the region. Despite the security challenges facing Saudi-Iranian relations, the
possibility of international cooperation between the two countries remains possible
but within the framework of international organizations.



Through the use of games theory "Prisoner dilemma", we found that the
Saudi-Iranian cooperative path has two possibilities: first, cooperation is possible
provided that the considerations of fraud and fear are kept out of mistrust. Secondly,
States always defect from cooperation because of their national interests and the
adoption of the competitive option.

The thesis concludes that the key to alleviating the Saudi-Iranian security
dilemma is to deepen cooperative interactions between the two countries by
improving diplomatic behavior.

Keywords:

Security dilemma, Persian Gulf, Saudi Arabia, Iran, international cooperation,
strategic competition, prisoner's dilemma.
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2010.)P170.

70



2003 s Spiia dial Ay :upal) gldl) : SBY Juadl)

s R aay ol ldd) e A6V Sl el g 103 ady ddaya

Primary Oil and Gas Deposits in the Persian Gulf and Caspian Sea Basins in 2017 |

KAZAKHSTAN
e 71\1

o UZBEKISTAN -

=y

0 4
~

SAUDI ARABIA

Michast tzady ot v, Gl 3000, Cotumbl sdulmaps. shimi

Source: https://quif2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Oil_Persian_Gulf Caspian_Sea_lg.png

g o) Bl mlall o o (bl Gl e ngll sl g5 Dlel Al all ek
Ol cdpagrad) (3hall el il Joal Jaludl Janyall Jsh e pign Slall g Lol Jsis
Gialadl Lanyall aalm S Jeis adal of daall i WS schleYly gl ecusSll ¢ b
& Sl Jis bl la Gy (el iy gl Sute Glat Gaa £355 ol Ol & ¢(odl
oAbt Jsiall adal e Apgeall jead il Jsis pady lad WL DU Jled cpg e

(AT alal) Gl alaa Jgo 3 Al Aoy Ghally Ol (e S () ALYl cidaiial

71



2003 s Spiia dial Ay :upal) gldl) : SBY Juadl)

Laalle Fifia Jaas cillalial ST ey Joall 3( 03) ad) Aly amy

S8

Ol
3yl
<y <l

saaiall Y Sl

mJen bl

Loany |

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350

Source : oil and gaz journal , décembre 2021

e 536 2021 alad dllall 3 Ll e e s ST of 03 8 JSal mnsy
A ppn 3y kil e pdia Jhlial o auin gl dahie Joo of Sl sl
Dble 2090 Gadlie gl oh) b & (daap Dlle 262 dugead) dlla Jball sl s
drax Jble 102 5107 @ cusSlly @bl &b dray Jble 145 bl baal) iy cdaay
(sl e

alle dnfie jle cillabin) HS) cld Joall :( 04 ) a8y Al awy

Ly

L.J\):‘\

i

S e sastall Y )
OliuiaS

00 el A el ASLed B deen onle
saaiall Ay sl il eyl
el

EBEY

s 5

0 500 1000 1500 2000

Sourec : oil and gaz journal , décembre 2021
o Obl a5 2021 alad Al 8 S e Cafie Jabis) ST (0408, JSA) miagy
1203 « L8 hloal ol Je jhd lgadi o jlall hlis) Cus e Oglaall ulae Jgo

72



2003 a2y by dial Ay 1l Ealdd) oSG Juad

298 o B Ll e S5l (sageadl Lalia¥) Wl ccaeSa i (sl 843 5 ueSe i (b
S jie Ol 273 QL) leai o caaSe e (silip

panhall Vlsall (e pia hlis) e eal mladl Joo O clagleal) (e 4y 038 L ggun
Fi5aaeie Clipes allally kol Jsindl s 0o ) il Jsin Coam
Al 8 (oAl Ghlie b adde lee mldl) 8 5aalgll il 2l 5l @
A5 5 ald dalee et Al djad) M) o8 g cDlganl) shlia Ge 4)F @
5 sl 5 3hall (@AY Joall Ajlha ple L o SSY el 4B e % @
Al Laill 2 1Y dagans JohaY) o Lagendl 5 LY
bl A Galiadl J) 35 lee QLYY e diall 5 ol Alsg @
O ol calBY) Jo g i () bl (e opl) lall dnshiul g eaY) o
il adll eladl) & Ay OS Galhat Glhiall 13 (e cdpanlall Dlsall ] Yseay Libaal)
A s

@t Gl S gGAN sy maldl) B g8l oG CY Al P A bl
.2003
(o) e Gl Ll (sl dusaty <V e ) dihie B WY Ul gle

Oaa lelany (g0 alaia) Jae didaiall clS Lallla Dl cadsally daalsy) lsa¥) dac sy las (A5
SIS NEINPR FPERP - PSRN REHUR I DRSPS

o)) mlall & Gadlall L)) 16 i) e gl Lo V) asagll e el
A lal) Jas A 58 oS Janal) lgaal Al dnadl gl bl (gl culally
& cdalaiall 3 diage 368 Lilasyy zldll 8 ¥ Jas)) Gl aey (Laldany sy L jd 3 clailsa

Al Sl B cial sy ool gdal) dBlaie lad Syl dagil) el J e aLlS al!

73



2003 a2y by dial Ay 1l Ealdd) oSG Juad

dabaidl b diage danld Bofy dnseS LSyeY) saniall LY & L Sibgally SpaY) el

Lacally elsin¥) 5o 0l Laadliin) Guk oo

Gy mldl)l 8 Wls Cigyeall i) ISl (0S5 8 48516 s pe 30l 558 Ll el
el o2 caalall Y] (ssiceall e Audall (saidl) Al cVsatl) (e el Als yal) o3

S SAT 929 dall (58 Lashe 262 L aldll (B il Olize B DS s
2003 b gdl Aikia b i) e -1

sl Ghall SH) gl i lall 8 alfY) Gl il s saaiall z3sell
Jab Ol o e a2l e cdangandly Bhadl cobnl 1ol GueY D U8 (e IS 2003
DS Uhs 5583l Jgall (gan) cannii€) 13 o s cdaedd Ayl @llin o V) LY G (Sl 13a
2Ly Sy Algall aem (glailly Callaall 3k e Ojsll b (emgas olalgal) Jglas
i) dahie e cipe ) i) DA 2 3sall 3a ek
dpagrall pa dan)Al) Bl apanla B Sl YD Asl) 5l OIS b)) Byl e
Obal (Ao ol Ble) () @l wds Lo cduilnY) Ay lAll bl  JSabll paas A (3hall
Lsall acldll e ddhal cililall e G3Y) el Ciaie Gus ¢ 1980 R gagrm acy
al) Hleald 4 Ghall o s O dg dahil) abY) desles o LahB b o) Le Lagecd
Y Al a9l e G Ghall sasmadl aeall 817, Ghall saeludd yall el Rpguad) Ciada
Fanan G Qi Coall paug e leat it Yy ol e
&) Eagmadl e ccusSll Blall gl e tcuSll e ddhall Call o A5G A e
e (o3l (el il Joad el gl dpgacdl @al vie (b olad dus Al Luboud) Joaes
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? Renner Fiirtig"Conflict and Cooperation in the Persian Gulf: The Interregional Order and US Policy"
ibid p631.

* Anthony H. Cordesman and Grace Hwang, "Iran and the Changing Military Balance in the Gulf", Center
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) (2019)(browsed on 13.03.2023) , available on: :
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1996), p 31
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2 Zhiyu Jiang, "Biden's Middle East Policy: Inheritance and Changes to Trump's Middle East Policy",
Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 586,( 2021),p88.

3 Hassan hamdan alakim," U.S. President Joe Biden’s Foreign Policy towards the Gulf'', Open Journal of
Political Science Vol.11 No.3, (July 2021),(browsed on 25.03.2023) available on :
https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation.aspx?paperid=109701
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