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Abstract :

The Algerian legislator has establishedtworegulatoryauthorities to oversee the
media sectorunderOrganic Law 12-05, whichcreatedtheseauthorities, followed
by the new Organic Law 23-14 related to the media. Theselawsregulate media
practice through the Authority for the Regulation of Print and ElectronicPress
and the AudiovisualRegulatoryAuthority. Bothauthorities are
taskedwithsignificantpowers in the field of pressfreedom and media activities,
including the duty to grant or denylicenses for the establishment of media outlets
(radio, television, etc.). Therefore, itis essential thattheseauthoritiesenjoy
administrative  and  financialindependence, = which  the  Algerian
legislatorexplicitlystatedthrough media laws and Law 23-19 related to the
Authority for the Regulation of Print and ElectronicPress, and Law 23-20 related
to the National Independent Authority for AudiovisualRegulation,
whichrepealed the provisions of Law 14-04 related to the
AudiovisualRegulatoryAuthority.

However, thisindependenceismerelytheoretical, as the President of the
Republicisresponsible for selecting the members of thesetwoauthorities,
including the president, through a presidentialdecree. Additionally,
theseauthorities are legallyrequired to send an annual report on theiractivities to
the President of the Republic, which serves as a tool of oversight and affects
theirindependence. Theseauthoritieslackgenuinefinancialindependencebecause
the legislatordid not grantthem the freedom to preparetheirown budget and
fundtheiractivitiesthroughtheirownmeans. Instead, the legislator has made
thementirelydependent on the state'sgeneral budget and imposed strict oversight
on themfromthis perspective, whichreinforcestheir subordination to the
executiveauthority, particularly the President of the Republic and the Minister of
Communication.

Keywords:

Independent administrative authorities - Regulation - Media sector - Print and
electronicpress - National Independent Authority for AudiovisualRegulation -
Organicindependence - Functionalindependence
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