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Abstract

The south-eastern region of Algeria is characterized by an important
strategic position that has made it vulnerable and ambitious to
French colonialism to crawl through to the rest of the Algerian desert.
This was not the only reason why the French administration drew its
attention to it, there are also economic, military and political reasons.
Moreover, French exploratory missions in Eastern Sahara played a
major role in facilitating the takeover process, which, on its surface,
was of a commercial nature, but the aim behind it was to identify the
region's invisibles because of their (French people) ignorance of its
natural and political realities. Al-Ziban in Beskra was the first area of
the south-east to fall into the hands of the French occupier in 1844,
followed by the Agouat on December 04, 1852, and then began
gradually expanding to the rest of the area. Wargla was their next
spot in 1854, and reaching Wadi Souf the same year.

In order to consolidate its foundations in the south-east of Algeria,
it has drawn up a blueprint containing a number of policies and
methods that differ in content, but all serve the same objective: total
control of the region. These policies are as follows: Fistly, the social
policy through which the colonial administration attempted to strike
the south-eastern society deep down and sow discord and hostility
among the country's citizen. Secondly, the economic policy through
which they attempted to impoverish people through arbitrary
economic laws against them, as well as exploiting the region's wealth
for the benefit of France at the expense of the people. Concerning
the military policy, they had established bases, towers and reserves,
in addition to establishing a military automobile service and such an
interest in French aviation. On the religious side, they worked in
various ways to spread Christianity and obliterate Islamic identity
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from the region. Even education was limited to French education not
only to serve the people, but also to equip the students of its schools
to serve its future interests. As for local reactions, it was popular
resistance, the most notable of which was: The resistance of Sharif
Mohammed bin Abdullah and the resistance of Ibn Nasser bin Shahra
and finally the revolution of Sharif Bouchoucha.

Key words:

South-eastern, French politics, Incursion, Popular resistance, Its

military supports.
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