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Lo sl Dl (s denal fepil) 2855 4 205 2 (3alall
La vengeance du Cheikh
C'était par un beau soir d'été.

A demi couché sur un tapis de Rabat, la téte inclinée sur la paume de sa main
droit le coude reposait sur une riche stourmyia'"’ de velours brodé d'or. Le vieil
agha Belkacem Boudouaya semblait plongé dans la contemplation du bord; qu'il
¢était en train d'édifier sur les bords de la Mina.

Devant lui, opulent et fier le batiment se dressait dans un burnous étincelant de
lait de chaux et de mosaiques. Le soleil, qui venait de se couche, lui avait laissé
comme une auréole phosphorescent dont le miroitement allait, disparaissant a
mesure que venaient les ténébres.

A une centaine de métres de la, le douar allumait ses feux, tandis que, de tous
cOtés, arrivaient des troupeaux de moutons, et de chameaux, bélant, bed glant et
poussant ces mugissements plaintifs dont l'intonation longue, rauque et triste
émeut en méme temps qu'elle irrite.  Dans ce concert hourvaresque les chiens
font chorus et d'un bout du mrah” a l'autre les chevaux se répondent en
hennissements retentissants.

Certes, il était riche, I'agha Belkacem. Dieu avait béni sa fortune comme sa
famille. Mais il lui fallait un bordj pour abriter ses richesses et attester ses
opulence. Une fois ce bordj achevé, il manquerait plus rien & son bonheur et a
sa gloire. Par exemple, il lui colitait chaud, horriblement méme, et malgré, cela
il menagait de ne s'achever jamais.

Autour de l'agha sont rangés ses commensaux habituels et parmi eux,
s'effor¢ant de replier sous lui, @ la mode arabe, ses jambes courtes qui n'en
pouvaient mais, un italien au ventre replet, a la téte finaude c'était le maitre-
magon. Devinant ce qui se passait dans I'esprit du chef.

-C'est fini, Sidi! Quelques ferrures a placer, le blanchiment intérieur, un coup de
peinture par -et-par-1a et puis basta!

-Basta! Basta! Tu me le dis, depuis longtemps, tonio, et cela ne finit jamais.
-Hack Rabhi!.. Essaya de jurer celui ci.

-Enfin, combien de temps cela durera-il encore?

)_Coussin rond en drap, cuir ou velours.

2 '-Espace circulaire séparant les tentes d'un douar et réservé aux troupeaux.
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Summary

Summary :

Muhammad ibn al-Rahal was one of the national figures who contributed greatly to the
formation of the Algerian national movement. He tried hard to take advantage of his
extensive culture and his extensive knowledge of foreign cultures, as his frequent travel had
an effective impact in developing his ideas and stoking his feelings towards Islamic
nationalism and national jealousy, and hé realized the extent of his country’s backwardness
compared to other countries. The scholar pledged himself to protect his homeland and
people from the oppression of colonialism. There fore, we find him defending and preserving
the rights of the Algerian people by all means and striving to préserve the Algerian Arab-
Islamic character. There fove, we ﬁnd him entering all Fields defending the V'Lghts of the
Algériens, taking advantage of his social position as one of the notables and his cultural
position as the political représentative. For the Algerian cause and exploiting his position as
a member of the Council and the Financial Associations of Oran, he fough’c unjust laws,
especially the natives’ law, the exceptional courts, and the compulsory conscription law. He
defended the Algerians from this law by saying that a thousand delegations traveled to Paris
in the year 1912, demanding the cancellation of this decree and the provision of a grant as
compensation for this crime. As for naturalization, he rejected it. He considered that forcing
an Algerian to naturalize with French nationality meant forcing him to leave his law and
reﬁgion, which France pledged to respect. He sought to have ﬁreedom to keep the door to
naturalization open without prevention or coercion. He also opposed integration. He saw
that the future of the Algerians was not in The policy of integration, but rather adherence to
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their origina[ity, is evident in his saying: “This peop le continues to c['mg to their traditions.
They take in new things without... Their connection to their past and their peculiarities.”As
for his efforts in the field of politics, we find that he was trying hard to reconcile and bring to
gethev the national parties. In this ﬁe[d, Ben Rahal called for the formaﬂon of a national
front around which the masses would rally The algerian Tbn Rahhal was also interested in
education. He was dissaﬁsﬁed with the deterioraﬁng and low cultural situation in Algeria,
because French education was useless for the Algerians. We find him good contributions in
this ﬁe[d ’chrough his attempt to achieve some Veforms in the educational system and present

them to the elite.

Ben Rahhal, like other Vefovmers, believed in caﬂ'mg for renaissance and the déve[oppement
of the cultural and scientific thought of the Algerians. He encouraged every national activity

aimed at advancing the country and its peop e



