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Summary:

This study dealt with an important topic, which is the European colonial
competition for Tunisia during the second half of the 19th century, as it was
represented in all the economic, social and political conditions prevailing during
this period (1881-1800) before the French protectorate. The conditions in
Western Europe were characterized by the emergence of the industrial revolution
that led To the more need for markets and the search for a field to invest surplus
capital, while in Tunisia, the political and economic conditions worsened,
making it at a critical stage, where it became easy prey for various European
countries (France, Italy, Britain) and aspired to gain economic privileges in
Tunisia in order to control it. .

The Berlin Conference was held in 1878 in order to settle the eastern issue
between the conflicting European countries over the property of the sick man, as
it was like a green light for France because it considered it an excuse for
interfering in Tunisia after Bismarck gave it the right to take it. Khmer on the
Tunisian-Algerian border for military intervention in Tunisia through Algeria, so
it entered it in 1881 to conclude with the Bey Muhammad al-Sadiq the Bardo
Treaty in May 12, 1881, according to which the Bey gave the right to France to
interfere in all internal and external affairs of Tunisia.

Responses and positions on this issue varied, especially among foreign countries

(European, Arab). The Arab countries supported Tunisia and rejected the French
occupation, among them the European countries supported France.



