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RESUME

This study dealt with the economic conditions of the upper
Mesopotamia Region during the sixth and seventh centuries AH/ 12
and 13 AD, through a research plan consisting of a preliminary chapter
in which we dealt with the geography of the region and the general
conditions in it during the period under study, in addition to the reasons
that made this particular area of great importance. The second chapter
was devoted to industrial activity, in which we discussed various
industries and raw materials available in the region that contributed to
the emergence of several crafts. In the third and final chapter, we
discussed commercial activity, the most important land and river routes,
internal and external trade, as well as markets and the most important
commercial stations in the region. This study found that the different
characteristics of the upper Mesopotamia region from geographic
location, cultivable land and significant water resources to the myriad
of raw materials has contributed to the abundance and variety of
production, which has led to the diversity of the crafts and products, and
this variance has naturally led to the development of trade movements
at the internal and external levels; which also led to the interest of the
princes and sultans of the Ayyubid state and Zengid dynasty in
agriculture, industry and commerce through the establishment of
various structures, markets, cisterns, and a combination of taxes, all of
this led to the development of economic conditions However, the
political situation and internal wars that the region witnessed during the
12 A.D. century, such as the war between the Sasanian and Byzantine
states (602 A.H.-1258A.D.), the Mongol invasion of 656 A.H., and the
successive attacks on them long before that, and the accompanying
looting and robbery of farmers, crafters and traders alike, caused the
degradation of the economic conditions in the region. The natural
disasters witnessed by the region during the 6th and 7th centuries A.D.
also played a negative role and left destructive effects that resulted in
the decline of the standard of living of some of the island's cities and
often resulted in the termination of the agricultural life in the island,
which reflected negatively on the internal and external trade and
production movement considering that it depended mainly on the
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agricultural products and livestock, But this situation didn’t last long.
Soon, after the Mongol invasion, upper Mesopotamia cities restored
their former economic activities.
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