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Summary

The social and political history of contemporary Libya is characterized by the
influential presence of the tribe as a sociotechnical reference, although it ranged
from latency at times to emergence at other times, and at the same time
represented a pressing identity in building the state, because it was often the
social structure most capable of embracing individuals and controlling their
political paths in the absence of components Civil society for political and civil
affiliation such as political parties, unions, associations and civil society.
Although it played an important role during the reign of King Senussi in
achieving political and social balances in Libya, its passive use during the
Jamahiriya period under the authority of Muammar Gaddafi as a basis for
ensuring the continuity of the rule and strengthening loyalty to Gaddafi, made it
a closer reason to disrupt the project of building the post-independence Libyan
state. Even its negative influence continued after the Libyan revolution as a
fundamental reason for the division between the tribes of the East and the West
in determining the form and course of the post-Gaddafi Libyan state. This study
aims to assess the tribe’s role in the process of building the Libyan state in the
past, present and future.

Key words: tribe, state, state building.
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