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Abstract

After the end of the Cold War, the pace of government contracts with
private security companies increased to carry out tasks and services that
were exclusive to the national state. However, in recent years the role of
private security companies has increased in the performance of high level
security and military activities and functions, especially in areas of armed
conflict. Companies have been present in many regions of the world, so
considered by many scholars as one of the manifestations of security
globalization Security Globalization, The increasing role of these
companies is due to the factors that followed the end of the cold war.

The African continent has witnessed the growing role of private security
companies in the management of armed conflicts, especially with the
decline of international and international attention to the conflicts taking
place within this continent and the unwillingness to intervene directly
because of fear of human losses or enormous material costs. An important
factor in sending these companies to intervene in areas of armed conflict in
Africa to achieve those goals that fall into the agenda of the major powers,
or to protect their interests from the prejudice or threat that may be evaded
by those armed conflicts, in Africa, private security companies have played
an important role in intervening in various armed conflicts, such as in Sierra
Leone, Angola and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

The important point of private security companies lies in the nature of the
activities and functions they undertake in the African continent when they
wish to intervene in and manage the areas of armed conflict. These
companies are associated with the embodiment of a set of "illegal targets"
of major powers and the commission of unrelated mercenaries In order to
achieve these goals, taking advantage of the chaos that characterizes areas
of armed conflict in Africa, which sparked controversy in the political,

security and legal circles.
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Table 1 Civil armed conflicts of different imtensities in Afnca since the end of the Cold War

Alpgeria
Angola
Bunundi

Central African Republic

Democratic Republic of Conpo
Republic of the Congo

Céte divoire
Diibouti
Fihiopia
Liberia

Mazli
Mozambique
Miger
Rwanda
Sierma Leone
Senepal (Casamance)
Somalia
Sudan
Upganda

19921998
19922002
1991
19961998, 2000-2003, 2005
19961997, 1995
1997- 2000
2002
1991-1994
19741991
19891996, 19572043
19901996
19751992
19901994
1990-1997
19912002
1990-2004
196619492
1983
1986—
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Tahle 2 Mon-state armmed groups in the DRC armed conilict

Botween 1996 and 1997

Mational rebel movements

Mational rebel group
= AFDL: Alliance des fonces

démocratiques pour la libéaton

du Congo

Local armed group
= Mayi-Mayi

ML Mouvement de Libéation du Congo
ROD-Conpo: Rassemblement congolais pour
la démocratie irebel proup made wp of MLC
and BCD-Goma dissidemnts)
RO Rassemblement i rila

: congolais pou
ROD-CGoma of lun
RO KAWL RO -RBsangani
libération
RN BRC-Mational

£ e

Local armeed

ErOUpS ; )
EFI_: Front pour Iintégration et la paix en

uri
FLC: Front de libération du Congo {merger of
ML and BC-pAL)
FI: Front nationalisbe inbSgrationniste
FPFIM: Forces populaires pour la démaocratie

au Conpgo

FRP1 Front de résistance patriotique de 1Huri
Ma i—n"uhlg'i

F"L.lac : Parti pour I'unit€ et la sauvegande de
FFintégritg cu

UPC: Union des Patriotes Congolais

Foreign non-stafte armed growps

ADF: Allied Democratic Foroes

LEA: Lord™s Resistance

WATBF: West Mile Bank Front

UMRF I Upganda Mational Besoue Front 1l
FUMA: Former Ulgandan Mational Aoy
FD: Forces bumnundaises de défense pour la
démooratie

UMNITA: Unigo Macional para a

IrICIESEﬁdEH-I:i.EI Total dE'.n"n.l'lE:llil
FIHLE: Democratic Liberation Foroes of
Rwanda
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Table 3 Mon-state armed groups in the Liberian armed conflict

T T

Mational rebel movement Mational rebel movement
s [NPFL: Indq}EﬂEhrl Mational Patriotic s LURD: Liberians United for
Front of Liberiz Recondliation and
» LPC: Liberia Peace Council * MODEL: Movement for Democracy
. f'--IEI:il Mational Patriotic Front of in Liberiz
Liberi

s NPFL-CRC: National Patriotic Front of
Liberia-Central EE'H'duti-l:mr!.f Coundil

» PRC: Redemption Coundil

ULIMO: United Liberation Movemnent

of Liberia

ULIMD-): of Roosevelt Johnson

ULIMO-K: of Alhaji G V Koroma

Lofa Defense Force

Liberia Mational Council
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